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P A f N  DAYS IN THE BRITISH I S U S  UNITED STATES 

American t o u r i s t s  i n  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  sometimes complain t h a t  they can't go 

mywhere without an umbrella and ra incoa t ,  And, ye t , t he  t o t a l  r a i n f a l l  over much of 

c e n t r a l  England i s  l e s s  than 30 inches,  an average excoeded almost everywhere i n  the 

United S t a t e s  e a s t  of  the Miss i ss ippi .  Even i n  a l a rge  p a r t  o f  the  Emerald I s l e ,  

the r a i n f a l l  is no g r e a t e r  than t h a t  expected i n  Boston or New York. Yet t he  

Pess imis t ic  t o u r i s t  w i l l  t e l l  you that it  r a i n s  almost every day i n  the yew. 

And sure  enough, S t a t i 6 t i C 6  confirm th iq* impress ion  t o  a c e r t a i n  oqtent .  In 

I re land ,  t he  average number of "ra in"  days i n  the  year is 224, i f  by r a i n  day we 

mean a day with a t  l e a s t  *01 inch p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  Scotland has  217 such days on the 

avorage, and England and Wales 18Qr In the  United S t a t e s ,  on the o the r  hand, only 

a very small s t r i p  of the  no r th  P a c i f i c  coas t  has  over 180 r a i n y  days i n  the  year. 

Over a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t he  e a s t e r n  ha l f  0 9  the  country,  the  number ranges from 80 t o  

120, r i s i n g  t o  133 along the immediate Atlantic c o a s t  a d  t o  150 and 170 i n  the  

rake region. 

r u l e ,  with as few as 26 i n  southern Ca l i fo rn ia  and Arizona. 

In  the western United S t a t e s  l e s s  than 80 Iirainw days a y e e  i s  the  
-, 

Evident ly ,  the  r a i n  i n  the B r i t i s h  Isles i s  mote frequent  and l e s s  concentrated 

than i n  the nor theas te rn  United S ta t e s .  The r e l a t i v e  humidity i s  h igher  with the  

Wevai l ing  wind o f f  the  Gulf Stream d r i f t ,  and lows cont ro l  the weather tnuoh of the 

time. It r a i n s  very e a s i l y  In  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  bu t ,  on account of  the r e l a t i v e l y  

low average temperaturos,  it doee not usua l ly  r a i n  so heavi ly  as with UB. P 
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