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%'€ERE RAIfJ;/NEVER ( 1 )  FALLS- 

If a c l i m a t o l o g i s t  were t o  hunt  f o r  a r e g i o n  where no r a i n  would occur ,  he 

Would seek a p l a t e a u  surrounded on a l l  s i d e s  by mountain b a r r i e r s  r i s i n g  many thou- 

sand f e e t  above it and towering a t  l e a s t  15,000 f e e t  above any nearby w a r m  oceanr  

P a r t s  o f  T i b e t  and western China conie p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  meeting these s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

Regions such as t h e s e  a re  p r a c t i c a l l y , i f  n o t  wholly,  r a i n l e s s t  no water chan- 

n e l s  can be s e e n ,  and the  mountain h e i g h t s  show s i g n s  of  e r o s i o n  by wind6 ra ther  

t h a n  water. L i g h t  enow f a l l s  a t  some of the  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  e v a p o r a t e s ,  

l e a v i n g  no water. 

About t e n  y e a r s  ago S i r  A U r 0 1  S t e i n  c r o s s e d  t h e  Lop D e s e r t ,  p a r t  of t h e  lowland 

n o r t h  o f  T i b e t ,  and found a well-preserved p o r t i o n  of  an o l d  road  abandoned some 

16 c e n t u r i e s  ago. giis p a r t  of the  road was trodden about  a f o o t  deep i n  t h e  sa l t  

bed o f  an  a n c i e n t  l a k e  bottom. 

e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  The e x p l o r e r  s a y s ,  " I n t e r e s t i n g  l i g h t  was thrown on the  C l i -  

Near by,  S i r  Aurol picked up an o l d  s t e e l  dagger i n  

mat ic  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  h e r e  from e a r l y  t imes by the  fact  t h a t  ... t h e  i n s c r i b e d  

s l i p s  of wood, the twaste papers',... thrown o u t  of a n c i e n t  o f f i c e  rooms were found 

o f t e n  i n  r e f u s e  l a y e r s  covered by a few inches  o n l y  o f  g r a v e l  o r  debris.  Their 
, P r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  such c o n d i t i o n s  presupposes  a remarkable dryness  of t h e  c l i m a t e  f o r  

l as t  2000 y e a r s b n  
P a r t s  o f  t h e  c o a s t  of Peru a r e  n e a r l y  as d r y  as t h e s e  g r e a t  i n t e r i o r  d e s e r t s ;  

t h e  rain which occurred  i n  d e s e r t  Peru and n o r t h e r n  Chile  two y e a r s  ago was said t o  
have been f o r  some p l a c e s  the  first w i t h i n  h i s t o r i c  t ime. 
seem r a r e l y  t o  go more than  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  without  r a i n .  

Other d e s e r t  region6 

(All r i g h t s  reserved  by Science S e r v i c e ,  Inc . )  
-r..--r 

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
2 l S t  and B S t 6 . j  
Washington, D. C. 


