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A TEIJIPSRATURE MODEL 

There is on parmanent e x h i b i t i o n  i n  the Geological Museum of Harvard Universi ty ,  

a model, i n  p l a s t e r  of  P a r i s ,  of  the mean hourly temperatures of  Boston, Mass. 

This model was made by Andrew H. Palmer as a research  p r o j e c t  under Prof. R. De& 

"ard. It is two f e e t  long and one foo t  wide, and i t s  t h r e e  dimensions show mpnths, 

hours  and temperatures.  On one of the  v e r t i c a l  s i d e s  l i n e s  a r e  drawn, a t  equal 

d i s t ances  aparc ,  t o  6 h O W  the twenty-four hours ,  and on the  next  v e r t i c a l  side twelve 

l i n e s  r ep resen t  the months, 

representing d i f f e r o n t  degreas  of h e a t  and cold,  and each is  co lored ,  d i f f e r e n t  shades 

of rod  boing used f o r  the higher  temperatures and d i f f e r e n t  shades of  blue for t he  

The uppor su r face  i s  d iv ided  h o r i z o n t a l l y  i n t o  zonos, 

lower,  

By means of  thismodel i t  is possible t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  e a s i l y  and with g r e a t  accur- 

acy, the moan temperature of  any hour of  any month of  the year. The d a t a  formink 

the b a s i s  of tho cons t ruc t ion  woro those obtained a t  the Boston s t a t i o n  of the 

S. Weather Bureau during tho per iod 1890 t o  1905. Tho t o t a l  number of obeorva- 

t h n s  used was 131,4721 

The modeling of  c l imato logica l  data i n  c l a y  o r  p l a s t e r  of  Paris appears  t o  

have i n  i t  some of  thekns t ruc t ivoness  of  rnodels.of land forms, though i t  would 

appear necessary t o  develope an eye f o r  tompbature  models, which i s  ha rd ly  requi red  

landscape roproductions.  
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