
& Science  S e r v i c e  Festu.re 
Released on r e c e i p t  
b u t  intellded f o r  use 
April  1 5 ,  1927 Mnilod A p r i l  8 ,  1927 

By Dr. Char les  11'. Brooks 
of  C l r r k  Univerci ' ty 

&cording  t o  f o l k - l o r e ,  a. s h i p  c a p t a i n  once asiced h i s  magic m i l l  t o  g r i n d  salt 

nnd be ing  unable  t o  Gtop t h e  salt product ion  was f o r c e d  t o  throw the  m i l l  overboard,  

where it s t i l l  g r i n d s  salt  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  sea. %e t h a t  a6 i t  may, we know 

t h a t  the  oceans are s t e a d i l y  becoming more s a l t y ,  though t h e  r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  is  very  

small . 
The r i v e r s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  c a r r y i n g  salts  der ived  from ground water  i n t o  the 

seas. But when evapora t ion  occurs  n t  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  t h e  6ea ,  the salt  i s  l e f t  be- 

h i n d ,  and t h e  r a i n  which i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  the land i s  always f r e s h  a l t h o u g h  the s e a  

may have been t h e  source  o f  the  vapor.  

Aust in  H. Clark, of  t h e  U.S. Natura l  Museum, p o i n t s  o u t  t h n t  as a r o s u l t  of 

t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l t i n e s s ,  evapora t ion  from t h e  surf t ice  of  t h e  oceans tends  t o  

d i m i n i s h ,  md consequent ly  n l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of the  e z r t h l s  water  remains locked 

i n  t h e  o c e m  basins, 

t h e i r  s u r f a c e  would be far below the p r e s e n t  l e v e l ,  lakes k d  swamps would be much 

more e x t e n s i v e  and t h e  e a r t h  would be h e a v i l y  blanlmt/with c louds.  

1f o u r  p r e s e n t  oceans were of f r e s h  water, he b o l i s v e s  t h c t  

ed 
Such c o n d i t i o n s  

v@Uld  r e s u l t  i n  more numerous l a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s  and i n  a much more equable  d i s t r i -  

b u t i o n  o f  t h e  sun's h e a t  batweon tho  e q u a t o r  and p o l e s .  ktmosphoric C i r c u l a t i o n  

FJld OCQtln c u r r a n t s  would be reduced t o  a minimum, t h e r e  would be a lmost  no s torms  

ed t o  l i v i n g  i n  a world of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  
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