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PLANETS AND WEATHER

It would be very pleasant indced if the weather forccaster could teko his cue
from the sky map cnd forocast the weathor with the same accuracy with which the
astronomer prodicts the position of heavenly bodice. A little calculation is suffi-
cient to show the futility of such a hope. In a recent book on weather vageries,
Dr. W. J. Humphreys cxamines thc sometimes alleged influences of the plancts upon
our weather.

In the first place, what is known cbout the magnetic effocts of tho planets?
Laboratory tests show that the atmosphore does not respond approciably to a magnetic
Ticld a thousand times stronger then that of the planets. In fact, the combined
electrical pull or push of all the soven plaoncts would make one cubic meter of air
move but one thousandth of an inch in 435,000 years.

Could the planets affect us by meking en atmospheric tide? The moon makes an
air, as well as a water tide, but this tide is negligiblc, as it doos not change
the height of the baromoter by more than one thousandth of an inch. The planets
Would cause an atmospheric tide only one-ten thousandth as great os that produqod
by the moon.
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