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PLAIl3TS AND I'EATIIER 

I t  would bc very  p l o n s a n t  indscd i f  t h e  wonther f o r c c t i s t c r  could  tako  h i s  CUQ 

from t h e  sky  map cad f o r o c a s t  tho woathor wi th  thc  cimc accuracy  wi th  which t h e  

wtronomor predicts t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  honvonly bodios .  A l i t t l e  C~lCUlnt iOn is E u f f i -  

c i c n t  t o  sho\v t h o  f u t i l i t y  of  such il. hope. I n  a r c c o n t  book on wohthor VagcXiQs, 

Dr. W. J. Humphrey6 oxnminos t h c  somctirnos c l l o p d  i n f l u c n c o s  o f  t h o  p l n n c t s  upon 

our  wonthor. 

I n  t h o  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  what i s  known s b o u t  tho  magnetic o f f c c t s  of tho  p l a n e t s !  

Labora tory  t o s t s  show t h a t  tho  ntmosphorc doos n o t  respond a p p r o c i n b l y  t o  a magnetic 

f i e l d  n thousand timoG ot rongor  t h a n  t h a t  of t h o  p l a n e t s .  In f ac t ,  t h e  combined 

e l e c t r i c a l  p u l i  o r  push of  ai the  sevon p l n n o t s  would mako ono c u b i c  motor of air 

move b u t  one thousandth o f  3n inch  I n  435,000 y o n r s e  

Could tho  p ln i ie t s  a f f e c t  u s  by imking nn atmospheric  t i d o ?  Tho moon makes M 

air, well as Q wztor t i d o ,  b u t  t h i s  t i d o  i s  n e g l i g i b l o ,  2.6 it do06 n o t  ch'ulgc 

t h e  h e i g h t  of tho  baromctor by more t h a n  one thousandth of  CUI inch.  Tho p l m e t s  

would cause an ntmosphoric t i d e  o n l y  om-ton  thous'mdth a6 g r o a t  2.6 t h a t  producod 

by tho  moon. 
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