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In books on mcteorology onc is almost sure to find a drawing or diagram of
two halees at once, with tangent arcs or other extrasf. Yot if you observe the
sky faithfully day aftor day you arc very unlikely to sce a halo complex. This
does not méan thgt “there ain't no such animal"; as the farmer sald when he first
saw a giraffe, but that to see those rare phenoricna ane should niss no Qpportunity
vhile outdoors to glascelaround the sun's half of the sky for some rings.

The comnionest halo is that of about 22 degrees radius, i.c. a "wheel" about
two finger lengths out from the sun.' This is not uncommonly attcnded by parhelia,
or sun-dogs, level with the sun, but usually just a little farther from it than tho
halo. A much lerger halo of 46 degrees radius occasionelly is to be seon more than
twvice as far from the sun as is the 22-degree halo. If the sun is in the southwest
the 46-degree halo will occupy the spacec from about south to west end high up inte

[ ]
the sky. Touching or nearly in contact with the top of this big halo is usually
a circumzenithal arc, 6f great purity of colo;. In fact, this arc is not so rare as.
the big halo. A combination of these four was secn in Worcester, Mass.,not long ago.

All these phenomena may be caused by a cloud of crystels of the same form but
different dimensions. They must be clear, with flat ends perpendicular to their
hexagonal sides, 4nd their lengths must range from appreciably shorter than their
hexagonal width to at least nearly equal this dimension.
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