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It  i s  e a s i e r  t o  say t l int  c i r r u s  c louds  prccedc a s t o r a  m d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  indic::te 

the  coning of  r a i n ,  than it i s  t o  prove such c g o c 2 r c l i z a t i o n .  11. Holm Clayton ' s  

s t u d i e s  a t  Blue H i l l  Observatory,  i n  c a s t e r n  X a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  sone y e a r s  ago i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  c i r r u s  c louds  hero a r o  n o t ,  as ;L whole, an i n d i c a t i o n  of coming r a i n .  Thay are 

fol lowed by r a i n  even sonswhat l o s s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h c n  t h e  nvoragc occurrence  of r a i n  

vjhc.tevcr i t s  precedents .  

Sone o b s e r v e r s  c l a i n  t h a t  the d i r e c t i o n  from which t h o  c i r r u s  c l o u d s  govo i s  a 

Prognos t ic  o f  r a i n  o r  snow. A 14-year cmpXLxt&onin Bolgiun,  hov~cvcr ,  i s  n o t  very 

h e l p f u l  i n  such a connect ion.  The d i r e c t i o n s  of g o t i o n  n o s t  o f t c n  follovlod by riliii 

Wr@ southvlost, w s t ,  and northvJcst. C i r r u s  c louds  r.ioving f r o n  t h o  oppos i to  d i r s c t i o i i s  

V'Orc found i n  t h e  n a j o r i t y  o f  c m 0 6  t o  bo followod by days without  r a i n .  The 

I ~ r o b n b i l i t y  of  r-in vias found t o  oxcctod 50 ?or cent . ,  howevor, on ly  i n  t h c  cc?.scs of 

c i r r u s  c l o u d s  moving f r o n  thc; viest o r  southwes t ,  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o n  which lotvs n o s t  

Tdhcn t h e  l o c a l  f o r c c a s t c r ,  hovovor, takes i n t o  account  n o t  o n l y  tho  occurronco 

of  c i r r u s  c l o u d s  and t h e i r  d i r o c t i o n  of n o t i o n  but  ~ l s o  t h o i r  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r a  md 

IJhcthcr o r  n o t  thoy a r c  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  e x t a n t  and t h i c k n o s s ,  then  tho p r o g n o s t i c  Value 

i s  enhanced. Fow a m t o u r s  a r o  f o o l e d  by oxpcct ing  r a i n  o r  snow s h o r t l y  a f t o r  t h e y  

(All r i g h t 6  rcscrvod by Scicnco S o r v i c o ,  Inc.)  
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