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WIND --- DR IVEM GZNERATORS 

On the wes tern  p l a i n s  some f a r m  homes a r e  equipped with wind power p l a n t s  f o r  

genera t ing  e l e c t r i c  c u r r e n t )  n o t  o therwise  a v a i l a b l e .  Perhaps even more wind- 

d r i v e n  g e n e r a t o r s  would be i n  use i f  t h e  p u b l i c  f e l t  more conf idence  i n  the  p e r s i s -  

t ence  o f  wind. Since tho d a y s  o f  I t p r a i r i e  schooners"  when m i g r a t i n g  wagons' a c t u a l l y  

Put Up s a i l s ,  the p l a i n s  have been known as a windy reg ion .  

hour ly  wind v e l o c i t y  v a r i e s  from 10 t o  14 m i l e s  p e r  hour.  

the Weather Bureau h a s  madQ f u r t h o r  t a b u l a t i o n s  of  windiness  a t  Lincoln ,  Nebraska. 

To chargo t h e  b a t t e r i e s ,  a g e n e r a t o r  r e q u i r e s  a wind v e l o c i t y  o f  about  10 

There t h o  average 

Rocent ly  H.G.Carter of  

mi les  p e r  hour  o r  over .  

Year, L incoln  ha6 winds o f  10 o r  more milos  p e r  hour f o r  a t  l e a s t  5 h o u r s  o f  t h e  

day. O r ,  p u t t i n g  i t  a n o t h e r  way, wind movement oxceedcd 5 mi les  p e r  hour d u r i n g  

'17 per  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  hours and exccedcd 10 miles i n  41 per  c e n t .  Spr ing  and l a t e  

v!inter a r e  t h e  windies t  seasons while l a t e  summer i s  the  q u i d t e s t  t ime o f  year .  

Lucki ly ,  t h e  demand f o r  e l o c t r i c  l i g h t  i s  a l s o  much l e s s  i n  summer t h a n  i n  win ter .  

As t h e  wind a t  Lincoln  averages lower t h a n , o v e r  most of thG Great  Pl.ains,  t h e  

Mr. Car te r  f i n d s  t h a t  on 75 per  c e n t .  o f  t h e  d a y s  o f  the  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  wind-mado e l e c t r i c  power a r e  e v i d e n t l y  l a r g e  over  t h e s e  broad 

expanses o f  g e n e r a l l y  f l a t  land. According t o  a map by P.C.Day of t h e  Woathor 

Bureau, tho  panhandle o f  Texas i s  w i n d i e s t ,  wi th  a n  average of over  14 mile6 p e r  

1 1 O U r )  while t h e  Lincoln avorags  i5 c l o s e  t o  10. The Mid-west g o n e r a l l y  has 8 t o  10 

l n i l e s  average h o u r l y  wind v e l o c i t y .  

h i g h )  b u t  f a r m s  are less i s o l a t e d ,  s o  t h a t  wind power i s  r a r e l y  employod f o r  gen- 
e r a t i n g  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a l though windmil ls  f o r  pumping w a t o r  a r e  s t i l l  i n  U s e .  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sciencu S e r v i c e ,  I n c . )  

On t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  and near  t he  w;eat L a k e s , ; t h e  average wind v e l o c i t y  i s  a l s o  
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