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WEATHER MAGIC

tlhen we consider that churches still pray for rain and wostern farmers call in
"rain makers" to break a drought, it is not surprising that in ancient times belief
in weather magic was ncarly universale. Prayer and sacrifice were the commonly
accepted methods of seeking favorable weather. Dr. B. 8. lMcCartney has collected
many instances of such supplications from classical literature. A prayer of the
Athenians runs "Rain, rain, dear Zeus, upon the ploughed fields of the Athenians
and on the plains." The Greek gods and Johoveh of the Hebrews alike used bad
Wecather to punish impiety. 1In the days of the Roman Empire,"the Christians prayed
for #ain or clecar weather as did the pagans. They did, in fact, complain that
When, through grovelling in sack cloth and ashes, they had wrested merciful rain
from God, the crédit was ascribed to sacrificial offerings to Jupiter." Tho
Romans, on the other hand, were inclincd to blame the Christians for carthquakes,
hail, or drought, and on such occasions sought to remedy matters by sending a few
Ch?istians to the lions.
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