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XATHSR MAGIC ------ 
Then we c o n s i d e r  t h a t  churches s t i l l  pray f o r  ra in  and wostern farmers  c a l l  i n  

" r a i n  makorsll t o  break  a drought ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i n  a n c i e n t  t imes  b e l i e f  

i n  weather magic was n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l ,  Prayer  and s a c r i f i c c  wcre t h e  commonly 

a c c e p t e d  methods o f  sock ing  f a v o r a b l e  weather. D r .  E. S.  XcCartney has c o l l c c t o d  

many i n s t a n c e s  o f  such s u p p l i c a t i o n s  from classical  l i t o r a t u r e .  A prayer  o f  t h e  

Athenians r u n s  "Rain,  r a i n ,  d e a r  Zeus, upon t h e  ploughed f i e l d s  o f  t h e  Athenians 

and on t h e  p l a i n s . "  Thc Grock gods and Johovah o f  t h e  Hobrows a l i k e  used bad 

weather  t o  punish impie ty .  I n  tho days  o f  the  Roman Empire,"thc C h r i s t i a n s  prayed 

f o r  r a i n  o r  clear woather as d i d  tho  pagans. They d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  complain t h a t  

when, through g r o v c l l i n g  i n  sack c l o t h  and ashcs,  t h c y  had wrostcd m o r c i f u l  r a i n  

from God, t h e  c r e d i t  Wa6 a s c r i b e d  t o  sacr i f ic ia l  o f f e r i n g s  t o  JUpitOr." Tho 

Romans, on t h e  o t h c r  hand, wore i n c l i n e d  t o  blamo t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  car thquakos ,  

h a i l ,  o r  drought ,  and on such occas ions  sought t o  remedy m a t t e r s  by sending a few 

C h r i s t i a n s  t o  tho lions. 
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