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FALLING CLOUDS 

When the clouds a r e  upon the h i l l s  
They ' l l  come down by the millslti 

Clouds a r e  usua l ly  s o  high above us  t h a t  we cannot t e l l  whether they a r e  

a t  the same l e v e l  o r  f a l l i n g .  Such being the case,  the use o f  f a l l i n g  clouds 

However, as weather prognost ics  i s  usua l ly  no t  f e a s i b l e  except i n  a mountain region. 

when clouds do give the  appearance o f  descending, a p l a i n s  dweller  can use t h i s  

i nd ica t ion  t o  advantage a t  times. 

Since. clouds a lmos t  i nva r i ab ly  mark air  masses i n  which water vapor i s  a t  sat- 

ura t ion  and some o f  i t  condensed, a fa l l  i n  the  l e v e l  o f  cloud Formation means 

general ly  thah an increase  i n  humidity i s  t ak ing  placo there .  

toward sunset  on a fair  day when the l a t e  a f te rnoon f a l l  i n  tempera 

This  c l e a r l y  seen 

r e l a t ive  humidity and thus  allows clouds t o  form i n  r i s i n g  air with less cool ing 

than i n  e a r l y  af ternoon.  

bu t  u sua l ly  disappear  af ter  sunset ,  when the  humid updra f t  gives  way t o  the dry  

downdraft c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  mountain s lopes  at n ight .  

Tho clouds descend a few hundred f e e t  on the  mountains, 

Except f o r  t h i s  temporary descent ,  followed by evaporat ion,  f a l l i n g  clouds 

ind ica te  the approach o f  wet weather. 

clouds do not  disappear  but  continuo t o  descend onto Slopof3 and lower poaks, r a i n  

If i n  tho evening the descending mountain 

morning i s  t o  be expected. A genoral damp wind must be dominating the 

s i tu8 t ion .  
( A l l  r i g h t s  roservod by Science Sa rv ice ,  Inc.) 

-.1--.-....111-- 

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
2 1 s t  and B S tSr ,  
Washington, D.C. 


