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THUNDERSTORM PILOT CLOUDS 

When thundery weather approaches we a r e  commonly favored with the  blown 

c i r r u s  top6 from the advancing thunderstorm zone. A t  first, these a r e  t h i n  c louds  of 

i n d e f i n i t e  shape o r  pos i t ion ,  b u t  soon the l a t e r  c1ouds, when seen i n  p r o f i l e , t a k e  

on d e f i n i t e  o u t l i n e s  of drawn out  thunderstorm anvils, 

charac te r .  

l oca l ly ,dec ided ly  dense i n  

They a r e  more o r  l e s s  rounded t u f t s  i n  well-defined groups o f  rnodwate 

e x t e n t ,  bu t  u sua l ly  longer  than wide. 
the  

F ina l ly ,  when :’ thundery zone i s  a t  hand, the sunse t  shadows of some p a r t i -  

cularly dense cloud may d iv ide  the s k y , i n t o  da rk  and l i g h t  bands, and d e f i n i t e  

thunderstorm tops may begin t o  occupy the sky. 

t i o n  eastward from a sol id- looking cloud. 

Here on the  nor th  I s  a long pro jec-  

‘In the  south,  the prow o f  the p i l o t  c loud  

o f  another thunderstorm i s  making i t s  passage, 

t;elV6S’are some hour6 behind the c loud  f r o n t ,  and t h a t  the storms 

It may be seen t h a t  the  storms them- 

a r e  

moving with the f r e e  air  which has a course v i r t u a l l y  i n  l i n e  with the  wind t h a t  

draws the p i l o t  cloud ahead. 

So when a dense p i l o t  cloud approaches and passes  overhead l o o k  ou t  lor a 

shower soon. If you a re  t r a v e l i n g  l o o k  out ahead and choose an a l t e r n a t i v e  rou te  

according t o  the prospective pa th  of a shower. 

make a s h o r t  de tour  while a shower passes. 

I t  i s  sometimes p rac t i cab le  t o  
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