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BUILDINGS AFFECT WIND - 
In New York City the Weather Bureau has  two s t a t i o n s ,  one uptown i n  Central  

Pnrk, the  o the r  downtown i n  the skyscraper d i s t r i c t ,  Some years  ago the  downtown 

s ta t ion ,  although 360 f e e t  above the s t r e e t ,  showed a 16 per  cen t .  decrease i n  

wind v e l o c i t y  following the  e rec t ion  o f  a new skyscraper nearby. Tho Up- 

Lcwn records,  however, ind ica ted  no appreciable  change, 

It  i S  unfortunate  t h a t  maximum m r v i c e ,  which moans a downtown o f f i c e ,  and 

'"changing exposure,  which r equ i r e s  a park o r  out-of-town l o c a t i o n ,  arc no t  u s u a l l y  

coiqmtiblo.  Since the immediate use o f  the weather record i s  o f  more value than 

I t s  la ter  one as p a r t  of a c l imato logica l  s e r i e s ,  the Weather Bureau t r i e s  t o  mako  

tho b e s t  of i t s  c i t y  exposure6, As new bui ld ings  r i s e ,  so usua l ly  hoes the VJeathgv 

o f f i c e ,  with i t s  instruments.  This i s  very convenient f o r  a t r a v e l l i n g  

man, f o r  a l l  he has t o '  do i s  t o  scan the  skyl ine  o f  a new c i t y ,  and pick 

Out the  lnieather Bureau by i t s  tower surmounted by wind vane and whir l ig ig  

'Q-mon;e to r .  

To the man in the  s t r e e t  the more important e f f e c t  of  bu i ld ings  on wind i s  the  

it f a i r l y  funnels  s t rong  winds down t o  s t r e e t  l e v e l s ,  making 6ome corner8 Well- 

impassable a t  t imes.  The rush of wind has i t s  des t ruc t ive  e f f e c t  t o o ,  not  o n l y  

down s igns  bu t  a180 sucking p l a t e  glass windows out of s t o r e s  onto h a p l e s s  

9a65er6 by. 

Probably be found a t  times t o  exceed g r e a t l y  the maxima t h a t  r o a r  paGt the high 

The concentrated wind v e l o c i t i e s  t h a t  occur on our s t r e e t s  would 

memome tors. 
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