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? WHY TH3 WEATHER ? Mailed A p r i l  25, 1927 

By C. Fitzhugh Talman 

- 'I OLD PROBABILITIES 1 
The name "Old P r o b a b i l i t i e s t t  -- o f t e n  shor tened  t o  "Old Prob? -- was much more 

t o  t h e  American p u b l i c  a genora t ion  or s o  ago than  E t  is today. I t  Was 

used as a s o r t  of p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Government weather s e r v i c e ,  or igi l lc l l ly  

'Onducted by t h e  S i g n a l  Corps of  t h e  army, o r  ac; a nicknama f o r  t h e  head of  t h e  

Service. t h e  Chief S i g n a l  Off icer .  

According t o  a story r e l e t c d  by t h e  lato Prof.  Cleveland Abbe, s h o r t l y  bcforc  

d e a t h  i n  1916, t h e  name o r i g i n a t e d  before  t h e  n a t i o n a l  weather s e r v i c e  v~ac 06- 

'Gabxished i n  1870, and t h e  f i r s t  person  t o  whom itwas cppl iod  WELS prof.  Abbe himself. 

had organized a l o c a l  system of t e l e g r a p h i c  weather r e p o r t s  and f o r e c a s t s  a t  the  

Observatory i n  1869. The f irst  b u l l o t i n  appeared on Sopternbur 1. 

I t  conta ined" ,  he said, l tonly a few o b s e r v a t i o n s  tc lcs raphod from d i s t a n t  ob- 11 

*crVcrE and announced ' p r o b a b i l i t i e s '  f o r  t h e  next day. 

' landWit ing,  was posted prominent ly  i n  t h e  h a l l  of t h e  Chamber o f  Commarce, bu t  un- 

for tunf l to ly  I had m i s s p e l l e d  'Tuesday,'  and I 60011 found below my * p r o b a b i l i t i e s '  

the f o l l o w i n g  humorous t i n e  by ivr. Davis ,  t h e  well-known packer2 ' A  bad q e l l  of 

T h i s  b u l l e t i n ,  i n  my own 

f o r  Old Probs.1 This ocitablishod my f u t u r o  very  popular  name of ' O l d  
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Vihatev3r cur rency  thc,$m:, may have he.d i n  conn2ct ion with P r o f .  Abbe, i t  has 

much g e n e r a l l y  RsBociatod wi th  t h e  f i r s t  Chief S igna l  O f f i c e r ,  Goncrnl A l b e r t  

When t h i s  o f f i c e r  d i e d ,  August 24, 1880, t h e r e  w a ~  h a r d l y  a newspaper i n  '* Mywe 

tho t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  mention h i 3  popular  n i c k n w e  of "Old P r o b a b i l i t i e s . "  

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved  by Scioncc S o r v i c e ,  Inc.)  
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