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May 2, 1927 ? WHY THE WEATHER ! Mailed April 25, 1927
By C. Fitzhugh Talman

YOLD PROBABILITIES"

The name "Qld Probabilities" -- often shortened to "0ld Prob -~ was much more
familiar to the American public a generation or so ago than it is today. It was
used as a sort of personification of the Government weather sarvicé, originally
conducted by the Signal Corps of the army, or as a nickname for the head of the
Servicec, the Chief Signal Officer.

According to a story releted by the late Prof. Cleveland Abbe, shortly before
his death in 1916, the name originated before the national weather service was es&-
tabliched in 1870, and the first person to whom itwas applied was Prof. Abbe himself.
He had organized a local system of telegraphic weather reports and forecasts at the
Cincinnati Observatory in 1869. The first bulletin appcared on Septembef 1.

"It conteined", he said, "only a few observationc telegraphed from distant ob-
SCrvers and announced tprobabilities' for the next day. This bulletin, in my own
handwriting, was posted prominently in the hall of the Chamber of Commerce, but un-
fortunately I had misspelled 'Tuesday,' end I soon found below my ‘'probabilities!
the follpwing humorous line by Mr. Davis, thc well-known packers 'A bod spell of
Weather for 0ld Probs.' This established my future very popular name of 1014
Probg, 1

Whatevsr currency the rlamo may have hed in connection with Prof. Abbe, it has
beon much generally associated with the first Chief Signal Officer, Gencral Albert
Je Nyer, When this officer died, August 24, 1880, there wac hardly a newspaper in
the Country that failed to mention hic popular nickneme of "0ld Probabilitics."
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