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THE BXGSEST ,SCI3NTIFIC JOB 
I n  t h e  number of  people  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  it on and t h e  t o t a l  amount of  time 

1 .  

ConGumed, the  o b s e r v i n g  and r e c o r d i n g  of weathor i s  probably t h e  b i $ & o s t  of all 

s c i e n t i f i c  undertakings.  

A t  t h e  boginning of tho  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  it was es t imated  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

31, 000 meteoro logica l  s t a t i o n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  throughout  the  world. The p r e s e n t  

number i s  d o u b t l o s s  much g r e a t e r .  A t  some o f  t h e s e  s t a t i o n s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  have been 

taken r e g u l a r l y  -- once, twice o r  t h r e e  t imes a day,  and even o f t e n e r  i n  a few 

Cases -- f o r  100 t o  150 y e a r s .  ' I n  round numbers one may say  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  

few decades ,  meteoro logica l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  have been made, t h e  world over ,  a t  t h e  

ra te  o f  t o n  m i l l i o n  a y e a r ,  and t h e  t o t a l  number, s i n c e  t h e  keeping of r e g u l a r  

weather Yocords began, r u n s  f a r  up In to  t h e  hundreds of m i l l i o n s .  

I n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a lone t h e r e  ax8 something l i k e  6,000 meteoro logica l  sta- 

t i o n s ,  a t  which upward of two and a q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  o b s o r v a t i a n s  a r e  made every  

year. A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of weather observers ,  both i n  t h i s  count ry  and abroad,  

receive no pay f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c a s .  

A r e l a t i v e l y  small p r o p o r t i o n  of tha  weather o b s e r v a t i o n s  made throughout 

t h e  world are r e p o r t e d  t o  c e n t r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by t e l e g r a p h  and u t i l i z e d  i n  the 

P r e p a r a t i o n  of d a i l y  weather  maps and f o r e c a s t s .  

i n  a more l e i s u r e l y  way an+erve as t h e  raw material f o r  climatic s t a t i s t i c s .  

Indeed, t h e  compiling of  such s ta t is t ics  began l ong  b e f o r e  any o f  t h e  telegraphic 

The bulk  o f  them are assambled 

W i t h o r  s e r v i c e s  of  today were e s t a b l i s h e d .  
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