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Along t h e  p r i n c i p a l  navigable  r i v e r s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t h e  Ueather Bureau 

issues d a i l y  p r e d i c t i o n s  of water  s t a g e s  throughout  t h e  year .  

times useful t o  n a v i g a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  assure  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  and importance in 

These a r e  at all 

time of flood. The bureau ha6 a s p e c i a l  branch,  known a6 t h e  River  and Flood 

SerV.ice, wi th  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Vlashington and s u b o r d i n a t e  c e n t e r s  a t  numerous 

s t ra teg ic  p o i n t s  a long  t h e  v a r i o u s  rivers f o r  conduct ing t h e  work i n  q u e s t i o n .  

of r a i n f a l l  on t h e  hondwatcrs of t h e  s t reams and observa t ions  of the  

of water  on the r iver -gauges  a t  upstream p o i n t s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  by t e l e g r a p h  o r  

telephone from about  800 s t a t i o n s  opera ted  f o r  t h i s  purpose. The informat ion  thus  

gathered s e r v e s  as tho basis f o r  warnings of f l o o d s  f a r t h s r  downstreamr 

Thanks t o  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  system of o b s e r v a t i o n s  along t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  and i t s  

t r i b u t a r i e s  and t o  t h e  s low movement of f l o o d  crosts down t h e  riwrs, f l o o d s  i n  the  

l o w e r  I d i s s i s s i p p i  YallGy can  be p r e d i c t e d  weeks i n  advance w i t h  remarkable accuracy,  

as has  been demonstrated dur ing  t h e  g i g a n t i c  inundat ion  now i n  prOgre8S. In one of 

the b i g g e s t  of  o a r l i e r  floods t h e  e x a c t  time when t h e  c r o s t  would r e a c h  Now Orleans 

was c o r r e c t l y  f o r e t o l d  28 dkys i n  advance, and t h o  p r e d i c t i o n  of  t h e  height of t h e  

w a t e r  at tho 

begun, about 90 y e a r s  ago, t h e  Weather Bureau wae accused of unduly alarming the 
.People of t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  d i s t r i c t s .  
silcnccid t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n ,  and s i n c e  t h a t  t ime similar p r e d i c t i o n s  have been accepted 
and a c t e d  on without  q u e s t i o n ,  

place was only  5 inches  i n  e r r o r .  
When t h e  i s s u e  of flood f o r e c a s t s  far i n  advance f o r  t h e  lower M i s s i s s i p p i  was 

The a b s o l u t e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f o r e c a s t s  
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