
A, Science Servic? Feature 
Ri leased  on r e c e i p t  
b u t  intended f o r  use 
May 9 ,  1927 ? WHY THS VVEATIER ? Mailed May 2, 1927 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

RAIN-GAUGES OF L t X G  AGO 
c 

''In the  twenty-fourth year  of the r e ign  of King Sej'o the king caused t o  be 

constructed of bronze an instrument fo r  measuring the r a i n .  I t  is a vesse l  1 shaku, 

5 sun deep and 7 sun broad, s e t  on a p i l l a r .  The instrument was placed a t  the 

Observatory, and each time it rained the o f f i c i a l s  of the observatory measured the 

depth o f  the r a i n  and made i t  known t o  the king, 

d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  the provinces and the cantons,  and the  r e s u l t s  of the observat ions 

S i m i l a r  instruments were l ikewise 

Were reported t o  the Court*" 

?"nus reads a passage i n  the  anc ien t  chronic les  of Korea. The twenty-fourth 

I t  appears Year of King se jo  corresponds t o  the year  1442 of the Chr is t ian  era.  

t h a t  t en  of these rain-gauges were s e t  up i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the coun.try,and 

the p r a c t i c e  of measuring r a i n f a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  important i n  Korea i n  connection 

with the c u l t i v a t i o n  of  r i c e ,  was probably a common one from t h a t  per iod  onward, b6 

gauge6 similar t o  the ono above mentioned wore made i n  the  eighteenth century and 

are now preserved a t  the observatory o f  Chemulpo. 

The Koreans were not ,  howover, the  f i r s t  people t o  cons t ruc t  rain-gaugos. 

According t o  Hebrew records contained i n  the Mishna, such instruments Wore used 

roWla r ly  i n  Pa le s t ine  during the  f i rs t  o r  second century of our era .  

gives  f igu res  f o r  the r a i n f a l l  of Pa les t ine  t h a t  agree8 f a l r l y  well with modern 

Observations. 

The Mishna 

S t i l l  e a r l i e r  were the  r a i n f a l l  measurements made i n  India .  These a r e  des- 

c r ibed  i n  considerable  d e t a i l  i n  a Hindu work of the 4 t h  contury BICD 
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