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HAIL-RODS 

While the l ightning-rod,  with ample s c i e n t i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  back of I t ,  is a 

familiar i n s t i t u t i o n  throughout the c i v i l i z e d  world, the once almost equal ly  Common 

"hail-rodll is now nea r ly  ex t inc t .  

l a t t e r  p a r t  of  the eighteenth century.  

The idea o p r e c t i n g  such rods d a t e s  back t o  the 

Or ig ina l ly  the rods were metal-tipped 

wooden poles, connected with t h e  ground by a cord o r  wire. 

f i e l d s  and vineyards,  where i t  was be l ieved  t h a t  they prevented the f a l l  of h a i l  

bY drawing the e l o c t r i c i t y  out  of the clouds.  

They were Placed i n  

This dovico, though repor ted  on unfaiwrably by the French Academy Qf Sciencest  

gained g r e a t  popular i ty  throughout southorn and central  EUrOpQ. 

cht@E, w l t i n g  i n  1827, states t h a t  mora , than a mi l l ion  of tho rods  m r e  a t  t h a t  

time i n  use i n  France, Switzer land,  I t a l y ,  *Austria, Bavaria and the  Rhine country. 

One of i t s  advow 

Their vogue subsequently waned, but  toward the  end of tho ninetaoli th Century a 

new kind of ha i l - rod  come i n t o  favor  i n  FJranco. This was e s s e n t i a l l y  a very large 

l ightning-rod o f  copper,  grounded by means of  a broad copper conductor. Such rods 

were i n s t a l l e d  i n  some cases  on s t eep le s  o r  o ther  t a l l  e d i f i c e s ,  inc luding  the 

E i f f e l  Toweraand In o the r  cases  on t a l l  s t e e l  towers e s p e c i a l l y  e rec ted  t o  support  

t*hm. 
and none too s c i e n t i f i c  promoters, they  drew down 'I torrentsf1 of e l e c t r i c i t y  from the 

explained. 

heard about them i n  r ecen t  yoars. 

They were c a l l e d  I t e l ec t r i c  Niagaras , I 1  because, according t o  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

Why such a process should have any e f f e c t  on ha i l s torms  nobody seems t o  have 

The llNiagarasll were very popular before  the world war, but  l i t t l e  has been 
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