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TKE TRADITIONAL COLD SPELL IN- IM 

I n  American weather l o r e  Indian  summer and t h e  January thaw a r e  probably t h e  

most familiar i n s t a n c e s  of supposedly r e c u r r e n t  per iods  of unseasonable  weather. 

I n  Europe t h e  most c e l e b r a t e d  of t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d s  i s  t h a t  known as t h e  

Itice s a i n t s f 1 ,  when c o l d  weather and d i s a s t r o u s  f r o s t s  a r e  looked for. The d a t o s  

ass igned  t o  t h e  c o l d  s p e l l  are May 1 l . t o  13, o r ,  i n  sonie c o u n t r i e s ,  May 12 t o  14, 

A g r e a t  d e a l  of s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c u s ~ i o n  has been devoted t o  t h i s  a l l e g e d  c o l d  

period. One of t h e  e a r l i e s t  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  J. B. Maedler, sugges ted  t h a t  

the temperature  d e p r e s s i o n  exper ienced  i n  Germany was due t o  t h e  c o o l i n g  of t h e  air 

to t h e  nor theas tward ,  where, he assumed, a l a r g e  m o u n t  of  h e a t  was a b s t r a c t e d  from 

the atmosphere every  s p r i n g  through t h e  melting of t h e  i c e  O V O ~  t h e  g r e a t  basin Of 

the River  Dvina .... t h e  s o l a r  h e a t  becoming " l a t e n t "  i n  t h i s  prOGe8s. 

E r m a  advanced t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  May c o l d  s p e l l  was t h e  e f f e c t  of meteors  p a s s i n g  

anllually at t h a t  time between t h e  e a r t h  and tho sun. 

In 1839 Adolf 

Both Maadler te  and Erman's 

hypotheses  have been advanced, wi th  v a r i o u s  e l a b o r a t i o n s ,  by o t h e r s ,  b u t  &re now 

qui t@ o u t  o f  da te .  

ing o f  t h e  air was t o  be expected a t  t h e  t ime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  when v e g e t a t i o n  was 

C. E. Ney, i n  1885, mado t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  sugges t ion  that  a c h i l l -  

g e n e r a l l y  coming i n t o  l o a f ,  owing t o  evapora t ion  from t h e  newly expanded f o l i a g e .  

in May has  n o t  y e t  been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  oxplzined.  
t h a t  such a tendency e x i s t s ,  
B.nomalous weather ,  o f  which s e v e r a l  have boen widely d iscussod  among rnoteorologis ts .  
F e w  a t tempts  have been mado t o  d e t e c t  the  'lice saintsI1 i n  American c l imat ic  r e c o r d s  
and t h e y  have l e d  t o  no t a n g i b l e  resu l t s . '  

The tendency of c o l d  weather t o  r e c u r ,  from y e a r  t o  yQar,at  about  the  sme time 
NQithQr  i s  i t  at a l l  c e r t a i n  

Nothing i s  more o l u s i v e  t h a n  a l l o g e d  r e c u r r o n c e s  of 
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