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I n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of southorn  Europe the  rainbow i s  known as t h e  "arch  of S t .  

Idartin," t h e  ncrown of S t .  Bernard,I1 the  "br idge of  t h e  Holy S p i r i t , I f  t h e  I tg i rd le  

o f  God,n *mid t h e  l i k e ,  whi le ,  i n  c o n t r a 6 t  t o  t h s s e  p ious  a p p e l l a t i o n s ,  t h e  Breton6 

ca l l  it t h e  "barrel s t a v e t 1  and t h e  "old b a c h e l c r c s  g a r t e r s " .  In  S a n s k r i t  it is known 

as t h e  "bow of Zndra," t h e  Annamitcs c a l l  i t  the  I t l i t t l e  window i n  t h e  sky ,"  and t h e  

Kabyles of  n o r t h e r n  Africa the  "bride o f  t h e  ra inI f ,  

O f  t h e  many s u p e r s t i t i o n s  connected with the rainbow none is  more wide ly  met 

wi th  m o n g  p r i m i t i v e  races and c l a s s e s  than  the b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  sucks up water from 

t h e  ea r th .  I n  accordance w i t h  t h i s  b e l i e f  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  supposed t o  be a s e r p e n t  

Or d r q o n ,  which s l a k e s  i t s  t h i r s t  at t h o  lakss and s t reams.  Among t h e  Slovaks a 

ma who imbibes too  f r e e l y  i s  s a i d  t o  " d r i n k  l i k e  a rainbowl'. The Indian6  of o u r  

southwestern states, who s u f f e r  much from drought ,  ho ld  ths rainbow i n  abhorrence 

because it Itdrinks t h e  rain,! '  and r e p r e s e n t  i t  under v a r i o u s  serpont - l ike  forms. 

Local t r a d i t i o n  a s c r i b e s  s t i l l  o t h e r  misdeeds t o  t h i s  harmless  product  of  t h e  

sunbeams. 

Inmates of a house over  which it forms. 

It i s  said t o  b l i g h t  crops t h a t  it touches and t o  b r i n g  bad l u c k  t o  the  

According t o  one s t r a n g e  n o t i o n , a  man who 

W l k s  under it will be changed t o  a woman, and n woman to  &,man. P o i n t i n g  at a r a i n -  

bow i s  s a i d  t o  brine; d i r e  consequgnces; your f i n g e r  w i l l  be c u t  o f f , o r  you w i l l  be 

s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g .  

and charms f o r  d r i v i n g  t h e  bow away. 

I n  many European c o u n t r i e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  have v a r i o u s  rhymes 
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