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Severa l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  have measured t h e  s i z e s  of r a i n d r o p s .  One way o f  d o i n g  

t h i s  is t o  l e t  t h e  drops  9 ~ 1 1  on a s h e e t  o f  b l o t t i n g  p a p e r  o r  f i l t e r  paper -  It  

h a s  been found by experiment t h a t  t h e r s  i s  a d e f i n i t e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  S ize  

of  E. drop and the  a r e a  of  t h e  wet patch it makes on such  paper.  I n  o r d e r  t o  

SmIre a permanerit r e c o r d ,  which can be measured at l e i s u r e ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  

+.. 

Paper i s  dus ted  with a d y e - s t u f f ,  such as o o s i n ,  mixed w i t h  talcum powder. 

Another p l a n  i s  t o  l e t  t h e  drops  form c a s t s  of  themselves  by f a l l i n g  i n t o  a 

sha l low l a y e r  o f  f l o u r  o r  sornc similar m a t e r i a l .  Exporimonts mado with  measured 

d r o p s ,  produced f o r  t h e  purpose and l e t  f a l l  from v a r i o u s  h e i g h t s ,  show t h a t  t h o  

. c a s t s  thus formed correspond v e r y  c l o s e l y  t o  the  s i z e  of  t h e  drops.  Thousands of 

r a i n d r o p s  have been measured i n  t h i s  way by Id?.. Wilson A. Bent loy ,  of Sericho, 

Vermont, well-known f o r  h i s  microphotographs of  snow CrYstals- 

Bent ley find;; t h a t  drops o f  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  dimensions fa l l  at one time. The 

s i z e s  he h a s  recorded &re f rdm o n e - t h i r t i e t h  t o  one-eighth o f  an inch 

i n  diameter .  

Many drops were t o o  small t o  form c a s t s  and were e s t i m a t e d  t o  be l e s s  t h m  a 

hundredth of an  inch  i n  diamctor.  

Some drops  had a d i m e - t e r  of a q u a r t e r  and even a t h i r d  of  an  inch. 
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