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l4-E AT SEA 

Mirage fs a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  t o  s a i l o r s ,  and its observat ion probably o r p l a i n s  

the legend of the Flying Dutchman and many of the  o ther  s t range legends of the sea.  

some desc r ip t ions  of  it read l i k e  f a i r y  t a l e s .  

Arc t ic  naviga tor ,  t e l l s  of seaing h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s h i p  inver ted  i n  the sky, 

Thus William Scoresby, Jr., the 
, 

With h i s  

spyglass  he could make o u t  the d e t a i l s  of masts and h u l l ,  though the ves se l  Was 34 

miles away and near ly  15 miles  beyond the horizon. The s t o r y  i s  t o l d  09  a sh ip  t h a t  

was expected t o  a r r i v e  at New York fmm England i n  Colonial  days. One Sunday a f t e r -  

noon, a f t e r  a v i o l e n t  storm, she was seen f l o a t i n g  i n  the  air, every spa r  .so C l S a r l Y  

V i s ib l e  t h a t  there  wa5 no doubt about tho  i d e n t i t y  o f  the image tJ:ius h p l c t o d  I n  the 

That was tho las t  t h a t  was ovor seen o f  her.  Probably sho had sprung a leak 

i n  the  storm and foundore8 bofore she Could get  t o  porta 

In two ce l eb ra t ed  cases  observations of mirage have l e d  t o  mistakes i n  ca r to -  

graphy, Commander Wilkos, of  the United S t a t e s  Exploring Expedition, was deceived 

i n  t h i s  manner with rogard t o  the loca t ion  of the  Antarc t ic  coast, and h i s  map 

started a controversy t h a t  ragod among geographers f o r  generations.  The second case 

was t h a t  of  tho mythical "Crockor  Land," which Peary thought ha had discovorod i n  

1906. After  i t  had f igured  on cha r t s  of tho Arc t ic  regions f o r  some years  i t  was 

Proved t o  be non-exis tent ,  bu t  the llCrocker Land Expedition," which went no r th  t0 

explore i t ,  observed the same mirage by which Peary had been misled. 
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