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- THE BEGINNING OF TKE BAROMETJ 

One of the  most memorable experiments i n  the h i s t o r y  of  sc ience  wa6 performed 

the year 1643, by Evangel is ta  T o r r i c e l l i .  F i l l i n g  a 'g lass  tube ,  sea led  at one 

end, with mercury, he inver ted  it and placed the  open end below the 6UrfaCe Of SOm@ 

mercury i n  a basin.  

r e s t  with i t s  upper su r face  near ly  30 inches above the l e v e l  of t he  mercury i n  the  

bas in ,  

mercurial  barometer, b u t  he c e r t a i n l y  d id  no t  foresee  the important  u ses  t o  whichl in- 

6 h m e n t s  cons t ruc ted  on t h i s  p r inc ip l e  would eventua l ly  be put .  

m e  mercury i n  the  tube f e l l ' a  c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e  b u t  Cam% t o  

T o r r i c e l l i  thus  made known t o  the  world the p r i n c i p l e  embodied i n  the  ~ d e r n  

He had merely de- 

"Onstrated the ex is tence  of atmospheric pressure and obtained an approximate measure 

o f  i t s  value at the  time of the experiment, 

that the height  of the  mercurial  column var ied  from time t o  time. 

before  the v a r i a t i o n  of  barometric pressure wi th  a l t i t u d e  was proved by Pascal, i n  

1648. 

s t i l l  l a t e r ,  

nized t h a t  a number of  r u l e s  f o r  p red ic t ing  weather from the  barometer had boon pub- 

l i s h e d ,  and the p r a c t i c e  had also become common of a t tach ing  t o  barometer scales 

words ind ica t ing  the kind o f  waather t o  be expected with d i f f e r e n t  he igh t s  of the  

mercury , 

During the  following year he n o t i c e d  

He d ied ,  howevo.r, 

me discovery  t h a t  the column r i s e s  and fa l l s  with changes of weather cam0 

By the end of the seventeenth century t h i s  f a c t  was SO genera l ly  recog- 
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