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WHY "FORGCASTS~~ ? --- 
I'Jhy are weather predic t ions  genera l ly  ca l l ed  l l forecas ts l i t  Here i s  the reasons 

The f a t h e r  of s c l e n t i f i c  weather pred io t ions  i n  Great B r i t a i n  was ldmiral Robert 

*itzRoy, and the first publ ic  announcements of t h i s  cha rac t e r  were iersued i n  1861 

Orom the Ueteorological  Department of the  Board o f  Trade, which was under h i s  d i r e &  

\%ether prognos t ica t ions  had previously been almost the  exclusive product of 

quacks and charlatans, For a d ign i f i ed  government o f f i c e  t o  embark upon the  bus%- 

of i s s u i n g  them seemed, t o  many educated people, q u i t e  on a par with charging 

the Astronomer Royal with the task of c a s t i n g  horoscopes. 

There is much v i r t u e  i n  a name. A few year6 ago the Unitod S t a t e s  Bureau of 

Fishwies  overcame the pre judice  of the American people to  dogf ish  as an item of d i e t  

BY changing i t s  name t o  t1gr&yfi6h11.. Similarly, FitzRoy induced the Bri t i sh  public t o  

take h i s  weather p red ic t ions  se r ious ly  by c a l l i n g  them l l fo reaas t sw*  The word Was not 

new, but  i t  d i d  not have the object ionable  Connotations of the words IIprophecy" and 
n Pr0e;nosticatior-i". 

The d i c t i o n a r i e s  t e l l  u s  t o  accent llforecastfl on the second s y l l a b l e  when I t  I S  

Used as a verb. 

i s t s  on both s i d e s  of the Atlant iCd 

This i n junc t ion  is ,  however, qu i t e  genera l ly  ignored by meteorolog- 
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