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THE SPECTER OF T%FH BROCKEN

‘It ie a familiar expesrience to those_who navigate the air to behold the shadow
°f their craft cgst upon a nearby sheet of cloud or fog, generally surrounded by
rings of rainbow-colored light. This optical phenomenon is known as the "apecter
©f the Brocken". Before aerial travel was as much in vogue as it is today Brocken
Specters were seen mostly from mountain tops. As, from such a sltuation, the
Specter can only be scon when the sun is low and when a more or less vertical wall
°f cloud is neer at hand on the side of the mountain opposite the sun, observations
©f the phenomenon were comparatively uncommon.

The Brocken specter owes its name to the celebrated German wmountain where witchee

Were once believed to assemble on Walpurgis night. It is often seen from that
Mmountain, and an account of its observation there, published by Esaias Silberschlag
in 1780, first brought it to the attention of the world.,

An erroneous idea that has prevailed widely in regard to this phenomenon is
that the shadow is of enormous sizes Lven so careful éh observer as Tyndall desw
Cribed the specter, which he saw in the Alps, as "colossal" and "eigantic'. As all
Shadows cast by objects in sunlight taper away, instead of growing larger with
distance as do those formed by a small source of light, such as a candle fleame,
the specter is actually smaller, in all cases, than the person who casts thovéhadow,
and the impression of great size is due to an overestimate of -the distance at which

1t is seen.
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