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SYMBOLS USED BY THE VIEATHERMAN 

While the  symbols used by astronomers t o  denote the p l ane t s  and t h e i r  configura- 

tions, the  s igns  of  the zodiac, etc., m e  to l e rab ly  familiar t o  the  world at l a rge ,  

those used by meteorologis ts  are much l e s s  widely known. 

The e a r l i e s t  symbols f o r  represent ing  statos of the weather ,  such as rain, snow, 

l i g h t n i n g  and the l i k e ,  a r e  probably those found i n  European rural a l n a t a c s  of sever- 

a l  c e n t u r i e s  ago. They were devieod f o r  furn ish ing  weather  p red ic t ions  t o  people who 

could n o t  read. 

work by Musschenbroek, published i n  1729. 

A s e t  of symbols used i n  keeping weather observat ions appears  i n  a 

Several  o the r  c o l l e c t i o n s  of weather 

were introduced during the e i gh teen th  century; some wero very elfiborate.  

example, 3. L. Bcrekmann, of Karlsruhe,  Germany, devised a s e t  of  100 s y ~ b o l s ,  of 
i 

which 21 were f o r  recording d i f f e r e n t  kinds ofpightningl  

The first  s e t  of  symbols ex tens ive ly  used f o r  recording the weather  was t h a t  

drawn up by Hemmer f o r  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion  known as the  Meteorological 

Soc ie ty  of the Pa la t ina t e ;  two  of whose observers  kept  records  i n  America be fo re  

the Revolutionary W a r .  

A s e t  of meteorological symbols now used throughout the wor ldwas  adopted by 

A few add i t ions  have been congress of meteorologis ts  he ld  i n  Vienna i n  1873, 

hade s ince  t h a t  da t e .  Besides these in t e rna t iona l  symbols, a g r e a t  many symbol6 

are  used i n  the records  and publ ica t ions  of p a r t i c u l a r  count r ies .  In  the aggregate 

number severa l  hundred. A l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of them was published i n  the 

Monthly Weather Review (Washington) f o r  May, 1916. 
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