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A QUAINT GUID3 TO WEATZTER PREDICTION 

I n  a l l  l i t e r a t u r e  no o t h e r  work r e l z t i n g  t o  the weather has had s o  wide a 

c i r c u l a t i o n  as t h e  one known, i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  German form, as "BEiuern-Praktik," and 

k i t 6  Engl i sh  v e r s i o n s  as ''The Husbandman's P r a c t i c e  . I t  

It  f i rs t  appeared i n  Germany i n  15G8 and was soon t r a m l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

t o r w e s  of Zurope. I n  G e r m a n  alone i as gone through 60 e d i t i o n s .  More thax 40 

e d i t i o n s  have been publ i shed  i n  Swedish, and i t  remains t o  t h i s  day a f a v o r i t e  amon:. 

+ 
the  Swedish peasantry.  The f i r s t  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  appeared a b u t  1642, and i t  

was f r e q u e n t l y  r e p u b l i s h e d ,  bo th  s e p a r a t e l y  and i n  combination with o t h e r  popular  

books; e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  *Book of Knowledgen and the "Shepherd's p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  tlleather" 

This q u a i n t  work embodies a very  a n c i e n t  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  according t o  which t h e  

weather of  'the t w e l v e  months of  the  year  may be p r e d i c t e d  from t h a t  p r e v a i l i n g  on 

vi€ So-cal led n t w l v ~ - n i g h t s n ,  o r  Ittwelve days".. 

s t i t i o n  these  twelve n i g h t s  or days wore ccunted from t h e  beLinning o f  th#ear,  but 

af te r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  gained i t s  ascendency they were reckoned from Christmas.  

ivork a s c r i b e s  a prognos t ic  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  t o  the  day of the week on which Christmas 

f a l l s .  

In the  e a r l i e s t  form of  t h e  super- 

The sax?? 

Besides t h e s e  p r o g n o s t i c s  r e l a t i n :  t o  the Christmas season, %he e a r l y  e d i t i o i x  

c o n t a i n  a few o t h e r  r u l e s  f o r  p r e d i c t i n g  the  w e a t h e r ,  In  l a t a s  times t h e  work was 

X a d u a l l y  expanded by the a d d i t i o n  of o t h e r  more o r  less  f a n t a s t i c  in format ion ,  

8uPPoSod t o  be of va lue  t o  the  r u r a l  community. 
(All r i g h t s  reserved  by Scionco S e r v i c e ,  Inc.)  
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