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-- THE CENTRAL PARK OBSERVATORY 

One of the most famous weather observa tor ies  i n  the  world i s  loca ted  i n  Central  

Park, New York. 

and the Ci ty  of  New York, i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a year o lder  than the Federal meteorologi- 

Though now operated j o i n t l y  by the United S t a t e s  w a t h e r  Bureau 

c a l  se rv ice ,  having bben founded by w a c t  of the  New York S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  

1869, and f o r  many years it was con t ro l l ed  exc lus ive ly  by the c i t y .  

The man whose e f f o r t s  l e d  t o  the establ ishment  o f  t h i s  obsorvatory and who 

served as i ts  d i r e c t o r  from 1869 t o  1911 was D r .  Daniel Draper, son of the d i s t i n -  

Wished Ang1o-America.n s c i e n t i f i c  man. and w r i t e r ,  Dr'r John W i l l i a m  Draper. 

Younger Draper wa6 of  a mechanical t u r n  o f  mind and he i n s t a l l e d  at the observatory 

a number of s e l f - r eg i s t e r ing  meteorological instrumsnts  of h i s  own invent ion.  

The 

Un t i l  1919 the observatory occupied qua r t e r s  i n  the  old Arsenal bu i ld ing ,  near 

This bui ld ing  gradual ly  f e l l  i n t o  a ruinous Con- 

The present  l oca t ion  is i n  tho Belvidere,  near 

the southeas t  corner o f  the park, 

d i t i o n ,  and was f i n a l l y  abandoned. 

the center  of the  park. The weather records made hs rQ  a r e  published i n  d e t b l l  by 

the c i t y ,  and, on account of the loca t ion  i n  the midst of a l a rge  park, a r o  more 

r ep resen ta t ive  of the n a t u r a l  c l ima t i c  condi t ions  of New York City than those made 

a t  the  r egu la r  Weather Bureau s t a t i o n ,  which is s i t u a t e d  at the top of a downtown 

skyscraper.  
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