
>fil~dased on receipt 
'aut intended f o r  use 
June 2, 192'7 

A Scicnco Service Feature -.. 

Mailed b y  26, 132? 

By Charles R'itzhugh Ta l=  
Authority on Xeteorology 

TXF, SIZX OX! I'BX'ICAL CYCLONZS 
11_-.--.-- 

The cyclones of the t ropics ,  otherwise knoinr as hurricanes, a r e  of small 

area i n  conparison wit'n tk cyclonic s torms of middle la t i tudas.  This s t a t e m n t  

h c ? . * l ~  good whether i t  re fers  t o  tha e n t i r e  area in mkich tho barometric pressure 

i s  low and the c i rcu la t ion  of tho winds i s  undsr the influeace of the storn, o r  

at!rt?!-y t o  the nuch nore r e s t r i c t e d  region i n  which hi&- winds prevail, 

f n  a t r o p i c a l  cyclone tho a r e a  within which, at any one t i m ,  winds a re  

cf hurricane force is  much sma3lar thin is gonorally supposed. Probably there 

nany oxpzriznced navigztors mho do not rea l ize  that the whole region of 

dangarous rrinds ofton has a d i a m t c r  of not nore. than 20 o r  30 milus, and is 

SUmtimes dven smaller than this. The British Abteorolagical Office has recently 

'eportcd some typica l  casea. 

Thus on December 2,  1922, the Amzican S, S. "Eclipsen encountered a cyclone 

i n  the Arabian Sea. The r i n g  of winds of hurricano force ma6 Only 4 miles Wide, 

mhilo the "calm center" enclosed i n  t h o  r i n g  was 4 milcs i n  diameter. 

S3Ptc;;zbor 21, 1922, a :?urricano passed owr a3rmUd~.  Observations i n  Hamilton 

b r h r  shoved that the ring of hurricane winds was 15 m i l o s  wide i n  advance of 

centex; the contor was 7 miles i n  diameter; and the  hurricane winds i n  the 

On 

roar were 19 miles vide. In  the typhoon that wrought &reat damage a t  Hong KO= 

on A w s t  18, 1923, the r i n g  of destructive winds was 27 milos wide i n  advance 

Of the center and 12 miloa wide i n  its r e a r ,  the contar baing 7 milas i n  diameter. 
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