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For many years  t he  v i l l e g e  of  Cherrapunji ,  i n  Assm,  enjoyed the undisputed 

reputation of being the r a i n i e s t  spot  on ear th .  The heavy r a i n f a l l  a t  t h i s  place 

Occurs mostly during the summer monsoon season, and i s  due t o  thb warn, moisture- 

leaden winds blowing from the Bay of  Bengal and de f l ec t ed  upward by the Khasi Hills, 

Which the v i l l a g e  is s i t u a t e d ,  about fou r - f i f th s  o f  a mile above sea l eve l .  

There a r e  severa l  rain-gauges a t  Cherrapun ji, d i f f e r i n g  considerably i n  a l t i t u d e  and 

8XP06ure, and a number of  d i f f e r e n t  figures have been published f o r  the  mean annual 

'-'ainfall. 

-'ais is near ly  t e n  times the average for OJashSngton, D. C4 

The l a t e s t  value given f o r  the  p r inc ipa l  o f f i c i a l  gauge i s  428 inches. 

A t  another  place i n  the  same h i l l y  d i s t r i c t  of Assam, c a l l e d  Manopram, where 

'easurements were made for only a few years,  the  tremendous avergge of 499 inches 

Year was recorded. The summit of Mount Waia lede ,  i n  Hawaii - nicknamed "lincl'e 

jam's dampest corner  .- i s  c r e d i t e d  with an average annual r a i n f a l l  of more than 

inches.  Unfortunately t h i s  mountaintop i s  so d i f f i c u l t  of access t h a t  it can 

be v i s i t e d  about once a year. An enormous rain-gauge, designed f o r  s t o r i n g  

5 whole year 's  rainfall, has been i n s t a l l e d  here ,  but the  record up t o  the present  

is r a t h e r  fragmentary, and t rustworthy f igu res  f o r  the year ly  average a r e  no t  

L a s t l y  the  heavy rainfall measured at the base o f  Cameron Peak, near  the Gulf 
. *  
d 1  Guinea, has led t o  the suggestion t h a t  the upper w e s t e r n  Slope o f  this m o w t a b ,  

"-?ere the r a i n f a l l  i s  doubt less  much g rea t e r  than a t  688- l e v e l ,  may have the heaviest ,  

Ri-nfa13 i n  the world 
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