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D r .  FIoward T. Barnes, F.R.S.!, profGssor o f  physics at GcGill Universi ty ,  

!"ntr2al, who has been studying icebergs along the ,  At1a:itic coas t  all the  way f rom 

Rudson Bay t o  southern Newfoundlxid siiice 1910, has recent ly  roported the r e s u l t s  

Q f  his seventh " icsberg sxpedi'iio,i," car r i2d  o u t  Ins% smiier. The p r i n c i > d  objec t  

o f  the expeditioxl WLS t o  t e s t  t he  s e r i t s  o f  the remarka3le heat-produqfQg mixture 

thermi t  as a means of destr0yk.g these d.readed obs t ac l e s  t o  navigation. 

Rariies and h i s  p a r t y ,  equipped with a scaling-ladder,  klpino axes and other  

Paraphernal ia  of mountaineering, climbed t o  the su-t o f  th ree  b e r g s  and planted 

of  thermi t ,  which were SUb6eqUedtlJ f i red .  The r e s u l t  of f i r i n g  was the 

emission of  a v e r i t a 3 l e  volceno of  f l a n e ,  followec? b y  the  gradual cracking aztd 

diohtogrw;ticn o f  the berg,  which i ; i (ach case went on f o r  many hours. D r .  Barnes 

"YE: "There is no doubt of the d i s rup t ing  ac t ion  of the high temperatWe.Of the 

thrmit and m o t h e r  time mean6 w i l l  7 3 ~ ;  found t o  sink the  charge domi  50 o r  100 

f e e t  i n t o  the i c e ,  which caa be e a s i l y  done by nmms of  & rock d r i l l  i n  a very few 

!jlinutes. Indeed tho bergs c m  be d r i l l e d  Prom a boat  without going on them." 

The par ty  also made s tud ie s  of  the air  i?n]rl6Onf3d i n  icebergs. The white co lo r  

o f  the b e r p  i s  due t o  tlie l a r g e  air  coiltent. Eoasurements showed t h a t  from one- 

k n Y  bergs  f l o a t  with as much as one-tliird of  t h e i r  i na~s  out  o f  water. The s t a t e -  

moll% published i n  s o  many sclioolbooks and reference books t h a t  nine-tenthc O f  at1 

iceberg i s  submerged is ,  therefore ,  an o r r o r .  
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