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MAKING RAIN WILE THE SUN SHINES 

Now t h a t  the season of droughts is  at hand,we s h a l l  soon hear  t h a t  the rain-slak- 

ers a re  plying t h e i r  ne fa r ious  vocation,which has  h i t h e r t o  enjoyed a s ingular  immun- 

i t y  from the opera t ion  of laws designed t o  p r o t e c t  the g u l l i b l e  c i t i z e n s * o f  the  

country from being bamboozled. There a re  "blue skyrc laws t o  discourage the s a l e  of 

worthless s e c u r i t i e s ,  and there  i s  the Federal Food and Drug6 Act t o  balk the  

wouldibe d ispenser  o f  fake nostrums and adu l t e ra t ed  foods, b u t  l e g i s l a t o r s  have thus 

f a r  done nothing about t he  rain-maker. 

?"ne business  methods he employs are well known. He e n t e r s  a community where 

the crops a r e  per i sh ing  f o r  lack of water, and where t h e  Inhabi tan ts ,  i n  despera t ion ,  

ready t o  c lu t ch  a t  any straw t h a t  holds out some f a i n t  prospect of r e l i e f  from 

This  straw he supp l i e s  i n  the shape of a promise t o  produce r a i n  within ' '8 drought. 

spec i f i ed  time a f t e r  the  s ign ing  o f  a con t r ac t ,  according t o  which he is t o  

""Ceive, say, a thousand d o l l a r s  an inch f o r  whatever r a i n f a l l  occurs. H i s  o f f e r  

' ' [ W S  emphaSiZe6 the a l l u r i n g  fea ture  of "no r a i n ,  no pay", 

4J'rive on time, the farmer loses nothing. If they do, the sa lva t ion  of his  c rop  

P u t s  him i n  such a happy frame of mind that he chee r fu l ly  pays the  b i l l  without in-  

If the showers do n o t  

qu i r ing  too narrowly i n t o  the way i n  which the showers were brought about, 

The rain-maker never agrees t o  f o r f e i t  any money i n  case the promised ra in  fa i ls  

t o  mater ia l ize .  

nothing t o  106e beyond his a c t u a l  expenses, and i n  many case6 the  con t r ac t  StfpUhtOS 

BY v i r t u e  of h i 8  one-sided cont rac t ,  he ha6 everything t o  gain and 

h i s  expenses s h a l l  be pa id  by the  o ther  par ty  whether r a i n  fdlls o r  not. Thus' 

l is  business  i s  about t he  safest g a b l e  going. 
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