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VISISILIlPY- 

The advantage of a c l e a r  atmosphere ovsr "thick weather" has always been 

appreciated by sailors. k n y  a good sh ip  has com3 t o  grief because of the 

hoWeV~~, wit11 the coming of aviat ion :hat mteoro logis t s  began t o  obscrve what is  

'Ow cal led " v i s i b i l i t y n  i n  a s y s t m a t i c  way. 

V i s i b i l i t y  depnds  chiefly upon the amount of solid o r  liquid pewticles held 

' imct ions ,  but on a sur,ny day objects can be seen more claarllr  when the observer 

:s looking away frorn the sun than when he is lookirg toward i t e  

' h e r e  are  r w  odd tb.ia&s about v i s i b i l i t y .  For a m p l e ,  bt Often k4?I?enS 

the PlaW. 

'5 in full sunskine. 

This happens when the ground i s  covored by a t h i n  haze, while the plane 

Both v J r t i c a l  and 'gorizontal  y i s i b i l i t y  m y  be observed and measured, but 

observations r e l a t e  only f o  the l a t t e r ,  Usasurements ard made on a scale of 

lo degrees, based on t b  distance at which objects can be c lear ly  sean. A t  weather 

FhSre such measurements m e  regular ly  made, the l imit ing distances are, laid , 

off O i l  a large-scale mp of tho country i n  th3 vic in i ty ,  and prominent objects,  a6 

as possible at t ,bse  d i s t m c e s ,  a r e  sa lec ted  as poicts  of refarsnce. The 

of the scale are numbered fron 0,  meaning that prominant objoccUs 50 meters 

are invis ib le ,  up t o  9 ,  wbich m e a s  t'mt mountains, islands,  e tc ,  , C a n  3e 

!sti%uishcd at a distance of  50 kilQmehers (31 miles). 
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