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Authority on Meteorology
JISIBILITY
The advantage of a clear atmospherg over “thick weather® has slways been

fully appreciated by sailors. ‘Many a good ship has come to grief because of the
Navigator?'s inability to distinguish nearbdy 1an®rks or dangers. 1Y was only,
h°WeVer, with the coming of aviation “hat msteorologists begen fo obscrve what is
Q0w called "wisibility" in a systematic way.

Visibility depends chiefly upon the amount of s0lid or liguid pé.rticles held
et Suspension by the air. On a cloudy day it is usually squally good in all
Lirections, but on a sunny day objects can be seen more clearly when the observer
s looking eway from the sun than when he is locking toward it.

There are many odd things about visibility. For oxample, &% often Lappens
Yhat an assroplane cen be seen from the ground vhen the ground capnot be seen from
Y plans. This happens vhen the groumd is covered by a thin haze, while the plane
is in full sunshine.

Both vertical and horizontal visibility may be observed and measured, but
Mmost observations relate only %o the latter, Measurements ars made on a scale of
10 degrees, based on the distance at which objects cen be clearly sesen. At weather
Stationg vhmsre such measurements are regularly made, the limiting distances are laid
off on o large-scale map of the country in the vicinity, and prominent oI;jects, as
Asarly ag possible ab these distances, are selected as points of reference. The
egrees of 4he scale are numbered from O, meaning that prominent objects 50 meters

ey are invisible, up to 9, wahich means that mountains, jslands, etc., can e

istinguished at a distance of 50 kilometers (31 miles).
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