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WEkTHER VANES ---OLD AND NEW 
c."I.II---.luL------- I- 

The e a r l i e s t  weather  vane  of which we have any  c e r t a i n  knowledge was t h a t  

which surmounted t h e  Tower of t h e  Winds, a t  Athens ,  b u i l t  abou t  a c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  era. I t  c o n s i s t e d  of a b razen  T r i t o n ,  h o l d i n g  i n  h i s  han'd a wand. 
' 

The e i g h t  winds r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  n t h e n i a n s  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  were r e p r e s e n t e d  by a 

of symbol i ca l  f i g u r e s  runn ing  a round  t h e  upper  p a r t  of t h e  tower ,  and  t h e  

one of t h e s e  toward which t h e  wand p o i n t e d  showed which wind was blowing a t  t h e  

t i m e .  

f a r m  a vane t h a t  cou ld  be r e a d  i n d o o r s  by means of a d ia l . .  

Ora te  vanes  we have j u s t  ment ioned had c r u d e r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  e a r l i e r  t i m e s ,  of 

which no r e c o r d  has been p rese rved .  

RI. T e r e n t i u s  Var ro ,  t h e  e r u d i t e  Roman, who d i e d  i n  3. C. 28,  had on h i s  

Undoubtedly t h e  elab-  

The weather  vane i n  t h e  shape of a cock appea red  i n  Europe a t  l e a s t  as ea r ly '  

as t h e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y  of our e r a ,  and soon a f t e r w a r d  became u n i v e r s a l  on church  

s t e e p l e s .  One of them is shown i n  t h e  Bayeux Tapes t ry .  In  mediaeva l  F rance  t h e  

b a n e r - s h a p e d  vane vias r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  use  of t h e  n o b i l i t y .  

commonly adorned  w i t h  t h e i r  owner ' s  coats-of-arms. 

Such vanes were 

Gradua l ly  weather  vanes  assumed a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of shapes ;  symbol i ca l ,  h e r a l d -  

i c ,  o rnamenta l  and f a n t a s t i c .  St ,  Gaudens' "Diana", which d i s a p p e a r e d  from t h e  

New y o r k  sky-line when Madison Square Garden was t o r n  down, was i n s p i r e d  by  t h e  

h G i r a l d i l l o , N  an immense b ronze  f i g u r e  of Fa i tk ,  which crowns t h e  summit of t h e  

G i r a l d a  of & e v i l l e e  

The tai ls  of s c i e n t i f i c  vanes  a r e  u s u a l l y  made w i t h  two d i v o r g i n g  b l a d e s ,  which 
t e n d  t o  h o l d  t h e  Vane s t e a d y  t o  t h e  wind. 
a s i n g l e  small " s t r eam- l ined"  t a i l - b l a d e .  
a c o n i c a l  s l e e v e  of canvas t h r o u g h  which t h e  wind f lows.  

A very  r e c e n t  improvelnent i e  a vane with 
The f a v o r i t e  v m e  among a e r o n a u t s  i s  
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