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WELLS THAT. PREDICT THE WEATHER 

Wells t h a t  p r e d i c t  weather changes a re  l o c a l  c u r i o s i t i e s  i n  many p a r t s  of the 

United S t a t e s ,  I f  the well i s  open at the top, i t s  mani fes ta t ions  c o n s i s t  of 

occasional d i s turbances  of the water and the discharge of numerous bubbles. If 

it i s  covered, a s t rong  cu r ren t  o f  air  i s ,  a t  t imes,  emitted from any small o r i f i c e  

i n  the  cover. This may be s t rong  enough t o  l i f t  and blow away l i g h t  o b j e c t s  placed 

Over the aper ture ,  Its emission i s  f requent ly  accompanied by a loud whis t l ing  o r  

roa r ing  sound, Such we116 a r e  genera l ly  known as Ilblowing we1ls"r 

As a ru l e  these  phenomena correspond t o  f luc tua t ions  i n  barometr ic  pressure 

and therefore  w e ,  i n  a rough way, i nd ica t ive  of changes i n  weather. I t  i s  obvious 

t h a t  a body o f  air enclosed i n  the earth and communicating by onb o r  a few small 

Openings w i t h  the  air  above w i l l  s e t  up ou td ra f t a  and i n d r a f t s  i n  ad jus t ing  i t 6  

tonsion t o  t h a t  of  the l a t t e r .  The amount of a i r  contained i n  the  Well i t s e l f  . 

would not  s u f f i c e  t o  produce the v i o l e n t  e f f e c t s  observed, and i t  is therefore  as- 

sumed t h a t  the t y p i c a l  blowing well taps  a subtorranean r e s e r v i o r  of a i r ,  Probably 

f i l l i n g  the i n t e r s t i c e s  of sand and gravel  bods. When the pressure O f  the  

ex terna l  air diminishes,  some of the imprisonod air, escapesr  For 8 given body o f  

enclosed air ,  the smal le r  the channel o r  channels by which it emerges, tho s t rongor  

the ou td ra f t .  When the  baromotric pressure outs ide increases ,  the c u r r e n t  of  air 

flows i n  the reverse  d i r e c t i o n ,  and the well i s  then said t o  Itsuck". 
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