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DEW PONDS - 
The Down c o u n t r y  of southern  England i s  one of  t h e  few p l a c e s  i n  t h e  world 

where t h e  people go t o  t h e  h i l l t o p s  t o  s e e k u a t e r  i n  time o f  drought ,  On t h e  summit 

of the   owns a r e  found many a r t i f ic ia l  shal low ponds, most of thom v e r y  o l d ,  The 

bottom o f  these ponds c o n s i s t s  of' a l a y o r  of puddled cha lk  o r  c l a y  and i s  impervious 

t o  water ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no loss by seepage. I t  i s  a remarkable  f a c t  t h a t  when 

wel l s  and s p r i n g s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  below f a i l  on account o f  p r o t r a c t e d  d r y  weather,  

the upland ponds s t i l l  c o n t a i n  water ,  According t o  popular  b e l i e f ,  t h e y  me fed 

by dew, and hence t h e y  a r e  known as "dew pondsI1. 

P o e t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Sussex: 

Kip l ing  r e f e r s  t o  them i n  h i s  

IIWo have no waters  t o  d e l i g h t  
Our broad and b r o o k l e s s  v a l e s  -- 
Unfed, t h a t  never  fa i ls . I l  

Only the dew pond on the  h e i g h t  

I n  r e c e n t  years  some c a r e f u l  s t u d i e s  o f  dow pond6 have beon made by Mr* Edward 
I 

A. Martin and he h a s  publ i shed  a b o o k  about them, b e s i d e s  s e v e r a l  paper6 dn 

s c i e n t i f i c  journa ls .  me net r e s u l t  of his i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i s  that  dew contributes 

l i t t l e  t o  the water supply of  these  ponds. The r a i n f a l l  on t h e  h i l l t o p s  is 6 Q m e m  

what g r e a t e r  than i n  t h e  v a l l e y s ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  of t h e  water i n  t h e  ponds 

i 6  undoubtedly d e r i v e d  from t h i s  s o u r c e r  It i s  supplemented, however, by Wet f o g s  

which f requent ly  d r i f t  i n  from t h e  sea.  Water from these  fog6 i 6  caught  by 

v e g e t a t i o n  and then d r a i h  o f f  i n t o  t h e  ponds. 
(All r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Scieqce S e r v i c e ,  Inc.)  
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