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Toward t h e  c l o s e  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a p l a i t  of the pea family,  known 

b o t a n i c a l l y  as Abrus p r e c a t o r i u s ,  acqui red  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  n o t o r i e t y  i n  Europe as 

0. "weather p l a n t f 1 ,  The s p e c i e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  is sometimes c a l l e d  t h e  " p a t e r n o s t e r  

Pea", on account  o f  t h e  use o f  i t s  poisonous seeds i n  making r o s a r i e s .  

An Aust r ian  nammed Nowack claimed t o  be a b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  from t h e  varying posi-  

t i o n s  assumed b y  the  l e a v e s  and branches of  t h i s  p l a n t  a v a r i e t y  of  mundane events?  

i n c l u d i n g  n o t  on ly  storms and weather changes,  b u t  a l s o  ear thquakes  and t h e  occur- 

rellCe of f i redamp i n  coal  mines. AS he could n o t  nionopolize h i s  me%hod of p r e d i c t i o n  

by p a t e n t i n g  t h o  p l a n t ,  he pa ten ted  a s p e c i a l  case f o r  ho ld ing  it. 

vegetab le  wonder: t o  London, whora he succeeded i n  i n t o r e s t i n g  t h e  m i n c e  of  Wales, 

through whom he s e c u r e d  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  at Kew Gardons.' 

He took h i s  

Nowack and h i s  p l a n t  rece ived  a cons iderable  amount of  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  from the 

p u b l i c  and  t h e  newspapers u n t i l  t h e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  h i s  c la ims was exposed i n  a Kew 

B u l l e t i n  prepared  by p ro f ,  Francis  Oliver.' 

Some people were k i n d  enough t o  say  t h a t  it was t h e  wetched E n g l i s h  weather 

t h a t  had caused  t h e  p l a t  t o  prophesy wronglyl Nowack i s  said tohave s a c r i f i c e d  a. 

f o r t u n e  in hi6 e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  h i s  f a n t a s t i c  n o t i o n s  accepted by the  wor ld  a t  la rge .  
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