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THE: CAMPHOR "BARObETER " --.- 

What has become of the so-callad "camphor barometer") once of fe red  f o r  s a l e  i n  

most  op t i c i ans f  shops1 

f a i l e d  t o  l oca t e  a s ingle  specimen o f  t h i s  formerly familiar dovicc. 

A recent  canvas o f  such shops i n  a l a rge  Amorican c i t y  

The instrument i n  question i s  a Hbaromgterlt only by courtesy,  as it does not 

mea6Uro the weight o r  pressure of the air. 

V i a l  near ly  f i l l e d  with a so lu t ion  of  camphor i n  a lcohol ,  towhich i s  addod c r y s t a l s  

In  i t s  usual form it c o n s i s t s  Of a g l a s s  

O f  s a l t p e t e r  and sal ammoniac. The l i q u i d  i s  sometimes co lored  with a l i t t l e  

an i l i ne  o r  logwood. A i r  f i l l s  the upper p a r t  o f  the v i a l ,  the mouth of which is  

hermetical ly  Sealed. The 'device i s  mounted v e r t i c a l l y  on a wooden frame 

The l i q u i d  i s  sometimes more o r  l e s s  flaky-looking, and at o ther  times c lear .  

Changes i n  i t s  appearance a re  popular ly  supposed t o  prognost icate  changes i n  the 

weather, It  i s  r e a l l y  a crude form of thermoscope, i t s  changes depending c h i e f l y  

O r  wholly on changes o f  temperature. Tho instrument has a v a r i e t y  of  names bes ides  

the one above mentioned. It i s  known as the llcamphor-glassll, "chemical weatherglass",  

"pa roscope~~  , and ~~storm-glass" .  

but the name of  i t s  inventor  i s  unknown. Admiral Robert FitzRoy, the f i r s t  head 
Of the B r i t i s h  motcorological sorvico,  dovotes a chapter  t o  i t  i n  h i 6  "Weather Book", 
Published i n  1863, 
6cien t l f  i c  t ra ining,  ascr ibed var ious imaginary v i r t u e s  t o  t h i s  popular contrivance.  

This device was i n  extensive use i n  the l a t t e r  ha l f  of  the eighteenth century,  

FltZROy, who was a somewhat crochety genius without much 
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