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W G T 3 R I O U S  SOUNDS TIIAT HAUXT AIR 
L_ 

Of a l l  t h e  sounds t h a t  haunt  t h e  air probably the most myster ious a r e  those t h a t  

are b e s t  c a l l e d  by the gener ic  name l lbront idesl l  (coined from two Greek word6 meaning 

" l i k e  thunder") ,  though t h e y  r o  j o i c e  i n  scores  of o t h e r  names i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of 

the  world. Bront ides  a r e  muffled d e t o n a t i o n s ,  resembling the  sound of  d is tant  

cannon o r  p e a l s  of  thunder ,  and a r e  heard  chie-fly i n  w a r m ,  c l e a r  weather. 

There i6.a r e f e r e n c e  i n  one of Lord Bacon's Works t o  'Ian e x t r a o r d i n a r y  noise  i n  

tho sky when t h e r e  i s  no thuliderfl.' probably a search  o f  o t h e r  ea r ly  l i t e r a t u r e  Would 

r e v e a l  many n o t i c e s  of mysterious rumblings and explos ive  sounds such as we should 

now d e s c r i b e  as b r o n t i d e s ,  The f i r s t  sys temat ic  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  n o i s e s  was 

made i n  I n d i a ,  where t h e y  have f r e q u e n t l y  been r g p o r t e d  from t h e  neighborhood o f  

Barisal, a town i n  the  Ganges d e l t a ,  and a r e  known l o c a l l y  as "Barisal guns"+ Along 

the Coast of Belgium b r o n t i d e s  axe c a l l e d  l lmistpoeffers l l .  They a r e  wel l  known i n  

p a r t s  of  I t a l y  under numerous names. In Australia they  a r e  c a l l e d  " d e s e r t  

*oundsfl ,  i n  Haiti " g o u f f r e f f ,  etc. '  The IIMoodus noisesi1 o f t e n  heard  i n  the  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  about Moodus and East Haddam, Connect icut ,  probably belong t o  t h e  same 

category.  
The source  of these  sounds i s  undoubtedly subter ranean  i n  a g r e a t  many c a s e s ,  

though perhaps n o t  i n  all. It i s  thought t h a t  s l i g h t  movements of t h e  r o c k s ,  such 
Ew Would be inaudib le  under o r d i n m y  circumstances may give r i s e  t o  n o i s e s  when t h e  
atmospheric v i b r a t i o n s  a r e  reenforced  i n  somo way by t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  
'Ground. 
o t h o r e  may be the  sounds of  thunder ,  cannonading, b l a s t i n g ,  e t c l ,  h e a r d  a t  abnormal 
d i s t a n c e s  because of  the  r e f r a c t i o n  o f  the sound waves by t h e  atmosphere. 
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me explos ion  of unseen m e t e o r i t e s  may account f o r  some b r o n t i d e s ,  while 
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