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TORNADOES I N  EUROPE 

I n  t h e  year  1730 t h e r e  was publ i shed  i n  London a s l e n d e r  book by Richard 

Bugdon, e n t i t l e d :  

Sussex t o  Nswingden-Lovel, the  t w e n t i e t h  day o f  May, 1729, between n ine  and t e n  i n  

tho evening. Containing I. A p a r t i c u l a r  account  of the damage and d e v a s t a t i o n s  of 

“%e passage of t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  from t h e  sea-s ide a t  Bexhi l l  i n  

t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t imber ,  &c., . t h a t  s tood i n  the  Way o f  i t s  Course. 11. An account of  

the  weather and b e a r i n g s  of  the winds t h a t  preceded t h e  hur r icane :  with the  C e l e r i t y  

Of i t s  c i r cu la r  and progtoss ive  motion, the  t i m o  taken up and d i s t a n c e  it passed 

along over tho o a s t  end of  Sussex. 111. Some observa t ions  on the  way and manner of  

i t s  course.  I V .  By way of  i n q u i r y ,  some account  a t tempted of t h e  causes  of  tern- 

P e s t s ,  whirlwinds and 

The t lhur r icanof’  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  q u a i n t  work was a t r u e  tornado; a type o f  

storm, tho houses  and woods destroyod,  otc.; tho  e a r l i e s t  map of t h i s  k i n d  e v e r  

W b l i s h o d ,  so  f a r  RS wo know, 

This  i s  n o t ,  howover, tho  o a r l i e s t  book on tornadoes,  Lamy i n  FYanco and 

Montanari in I t a l y  wrote t r e a t i s e s  on tornadoes and t h e  kindred phenomonn of 

‘vatorspouts i n  tho  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  the seventeenth  century ,  Oluus Magnus d o s c r i b e s  

tornadoes i n  h i s  “His tory  o f  the Northern Nat ions” ,  publ ished i n  1555, and t h e y  a r e  

mcntionod tho w r i t e r s  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  inc luding  P l i n y ,  Seneca and Lucro t ius .  
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