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- THE D I R 3 C T I O N  OF THE \VIND 

It  I s  a u n i v e r s a l  custom t o  regard  trs tho  "direction of t h e  wind" the d i r o c t i o n  

from which, r a t h e r  t h a n  toward which, i t  blows, 

d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  wind t h a t  i s o r d i n m - i l y  observed and recorded,  though winds may 

have a pronounced upward and downward s lant ,  o r ,  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  language,  a VOrtiCnl 

component, and t h e r e  EIXO s p c c i a l  i i is t rumcnts  f o r  moasuring t h i s  compnente  

Moreover, i t  is only  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  

The d i r e c t i o n  of  t ho  wind can be obsorved i n  sevora l  makeshif t  ways, such as 

by watching the  d r i f t  of  smoke from chimneys, o r ,  s a i l o r - f a s h i o n ,  by hold ing  up a 

wet f i n g e r  t o  t h e  breeze,  I n s t r u m e n t a l l y  and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  it i s  observed vJith a 

s p e c i a l  type o f  v m q ,  mtjch more r e l i a b l e  than the  weather vanes and weather cocks 

o f  Ornamental aqd symbolical  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  These a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e v i c a s ,  once s e t  

i n  motion, a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be c a r r i e d  too  f u r  by t h e i r  own momentum, o r  even t o  s p i n  

completely around, I n  the  s c i e n t i f i c  vane t h i s  tendency  is  r e s t r a i n e d  by moans of  

spread tail.  The proasure of t h e  wind on tho d i v e r g i n g  blade6 s e r v e s  t o  hold  

V a n 0  i n  the  c o s r o c t  pos i t ion .  
A t  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  metooro logica l  s t a t i o n s  tho vane is  connec t e d  e l e c t r i c a l l y  

w i t h  appara tus  i n d o o r s  thatmakes a rocord of t h e  wind d i r o c t i o n  evory  minuto 
throughout t h e  h a y  md n i g h t ,  

Nowadays w,ind d i r c c t i o n  i G  g c n o r a l l y  exprossod by the uso of compass-points, 
nor th ,  n o r ' t h c a s t ,  e t c , ,  though degrees  of azimuth have been usod t o  some e x t e n t  

in place of compass-points f o r  s c i o n t i f i c  purposes. 
I t a l i a n s  and, t h e  saj . lcr~ of t h e  Mediterranean have s e p a r a t e  names f o r  winds from 
"arious d i raoc t ions ,  The sane custom p r e v a i l e d  i n  a n c i e n t  t imes ,  Moroover, t h o  
anc ien t  nmes d e s i g n a t i n g  winds from d i f f e r e l i t  d i r e c t i o n s  v a r i e d  from plaC0 t o  
p l a c e ,  SO t h a t  wind nomenclature was a v e r y  COmplOX s u b j e c t ,  
nmt? apfnd: .  a f t e r  a place  o r  count ry  l y i n g  i n  t h o  d i r e c t i o n  

On the  o t h e r  hand, the 

A comnlon plan was t o  
from which it blow. 
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