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WEATIiER BUREAU STAT IONS 

The United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau i s  a u b i q u i t o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  No mat te r  i n  

what p a r t  of your c o u n t r y  you l i v e ,  you need n o t  t r a v e l  f a r  t o  f i n d  one of t h e  ob- 

s e r v a t i o n  s t a t i o n s  of t h i s  v a s t  s e r v i c e .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  C e n t r a l  Off ice  i n  Washington, with i t s  numerous 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and s c i e n t i f i c  branches,  i n c l u d i n g  a b i g  l i b r a r y ,  ins t rument  shops, 

a t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e ,  a p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  and s o  on. Then t h e r e  a r e  202 so-cal led 

" f i r s t - o r d e r "  S t a t i o n s ,  manned by from one t o  a dozen fu l l - t ime employees each. 

Bes ides  t a k i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  meteoro logica l  observa t ions ,  t h e s e  s t a t i o n s  serve  as 

agencies  f o r  f u r n i s h i n g  weather in format ion  of  v a r i o u s  k inds  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  A few 

Of them a r e  t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  f o r e c a s t  d i s t r i c t s ,  from which weather p r e d i c t i o n s  a r e  
--.*yI 

issued f o r  l a r g e  groups of  s t a t e s .  

t h e i r  immediate l o c a l i t t e s .  

A m a j o r i t y  of t h e  o t h e r s  i s s u e  f o r e c a c t s  f o r  

Five of  t h e  f i r s t - o r d e r  s t a t i o n s ,  known a6 " a e r o l o g i c a l  

,Bta t ions l l ,  devote  t h e i r  whole time t o  observing c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  upper air  by means 

of k i t e s  and b a l l o o n s .  T h i r t y  of  t h e  o t h e r  f i r s t - o r d e r  s t a t i o n s  inc lude  d a i l y  

obServat iono of t h e  upper air  among o t h e r  r o u t i n e  d u t i e s .  
Next i n  importance come 1,918 subord ina te  s t a t i o n s  having part-t ime paid 

employees, ' These are maintained i n  connect ion.  with t h e  goneral  and s p e c i a l  fore-  
c E S %  work of t h e  bureau. About a thousand of them f u r n i s h  r e p o r t s  used s o l e l y  as 
a b a s i s  of  r i v e r - s t a g e  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  More than 100 s t a t i o n s  a r e  maintained i n  t h e  
mountain r e g i o n s  of the west f o r  measuring t h e  mows t h a t ,  i n  mel t ing ,  supply water 
f o r  i r r i g a t ' i o n  and power product ion.  There are 220 s t a t i o n s  on s h i p s ,  which send 
radio r e p o r t s  of the  weather a t  sea.' L a s t l y  t h e r e  a r e  upwards of 4,500 unpaid 
"cooperative" observers  on l a n d ,  who supply  t h e  data from which climatic 6 t a t i S t i C s  
a r e  compiled,  and some 1,400 unpaid marine observers  who make observa t ions  a t  688 

a d  s e n d  th&m i n  by mail at the  end o f  each voyage, 
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