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VARIOUS KINDS OF LIGHTNING 

The "heat l i gh tn ing"  t h a t  plays along the horizon on 8ummer evenings is merely 

the r e f l e c t i o n  of  thunderstorms too far d i s t a n t  t o  be audible .  

glow-like d ischarges  of l i gh tn ing  a c t u a l l y  occur i n  the sky i n  some cases ,  o r  

whether, on the cont ra ry ,  all apparent "sheet lightning11 i s  the r e f l e c t i o n  of  ordi-  

nary l i n e a r  o r  "s t reakfl  l i gh tn ing  i s  an unse t t l ed  quest ion* 

m e t h e r  S i l e n t  

"Beaded l i gh tn ing"  and llrocket l i gh tn ing"  are both s o  r a r e  t h a t  whenever e i t h e r  

of  them i s  observed it i s  genera l ly  repor ted  a t  length i n  the s c i e n t i f i c  journals .  

The former resembles a s t r i n g  of  glowing beads,  while the l a t t e r  i s  a form o f  s t r eak  

l i gh tn ing  t h a t  shoots  up i n t o  the air a t  about the  apparent speed of  a skyrocket. 

One o f  the  most spec tacular  forms of  l i gh tn ing  (if it  can bo 60 c a l l e d )  occur6 

A t  i n  the Andes and has occas iona l ly  been repor ted  from o ther  mountainous regions.  

times the mountains seem t o  a c t  a8 g igant ic  l i g h t n i n g  rods,  g iv ing  r i s e  t o  more o r  

l e s s  continuous d i f f u s e  d ischarges  between themselves and the  clouds.  A few Years 

ago American meteorologis ts  thought they had found an example of t h i s  s t r i k i n g  

phenomenon i n  North Carol ina,  but  the once mysterious ItBrown Mountain l i g h t s "  of 

t h a t  s t a t e  have been proved t o  be merely the beams 

mobile head l igh t s ,  o r  due t o  o ther  human agencies. 

"Ball l igh tn ingf1  i s  a r a c t ,  bu t ,  ac  wc) s t a t e d  

i.8 s t i l l  a mystery. 
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