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VARIOUS KINDS OF LIGHINING

The ﬂheat lightning" that plays along the horizon on summer evenings is merely
the reflection of thunderstorms too far distent to be audible. Whether silent
glow-like discharges of lightning actually occur in the sky in some ceses, or
Whether, on the contrary, all apparent "sheet lightning® is the reflection of ordi-
nary linear or "streak" lightning is en unsettiled question.

"Boaded lightning" and "rocket lightning" are both so rare that whenever either
of them is observed it is generally reported at length in the scientific journals.
The former resembles a string of glowing beads, while the latter is a form of streak
lightning that shoots up into the air at about the apparent speed of a skyrocket,

One of the most spectacular forms of lightning (if it can be so called) occurs
in the Andes and has occésionally been reported from other mountainous regions. At
times the mountains seem to act as gigantic lightning rods, giving rise to more or
less continuous diffuse discharges between themselves apd the clouds. A few years
8g0 American meteorologlsts thought they had found an example of this striking
Phenomenon in North Carolina, but the once mysterious "Brown Mountain lights" of
that state have been proved to be merely the beams of distant locomotive and auto-
mobile headlights, or due to other human agencies.

"Ball lightning" is a fact, but, as we stated a few weeks ago, its real nature

1s still & mystery.
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