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LIGHTNING PRINTS 

The b e l i e f  t h a t  l i gh tn ing  sometimeo impresses photographic images on the human 

s k i n  is  one of those f a l l a c i e s  t h a t  no amount of "exploding" s u f f i c e s  to  k i l l .  

Hardly a year  passes  i n  which cases  of t h i s  a l leged  phenomenon a r e  no t  reported i n  

the newspapers. 

l eaves ,  

Thelrnages are  usually said t o  be those of t r e e s ;  sometimes Of 

Tho t r u t h  underlying these t a l e s  i s  t h a t  ramifying pink marks, bear ing some 

resemblance t o  t r e e s  o r  t o  the venation o f  l eaves ,  a re  o f t en  found on the bodies 

of those  who have been s t ruck  by l igh tn ing ,  with o r  without fa ta l  r e s u l t s .  These 

marks a r e  c a l l e d  " l igh tn ing  p r in t s t t .  They genera l ly  fade out  of s i g h t  i n  a few 

days,  They a re  i n  no sen68 photographs, bu t  merely the l e s i o n s  due t o  the passage 

through the  t i s s u e 6  of .% branching e l e c t r i c a l  discharge,  The hea t  generated by 

such a d ischarge  aga ins t  r e s i s t ance  accounts f o r  the a l t e r a t i o n  of the tissues, a s .  

i n  the case  of other  e l e c t r i c a l  i n j u r i e s .  

The c o r r e c f  explanation of  l i gh tn ing  p r i n t s  wa6 f i r s t  given by RLndfleisch i n  

1862. 
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