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WATCH FOR AURORA2 

I f  h i s t o r y  r e p e a t s  i t s e l f ,  we s h a l l  b e  t r e a t e d  t o  some f i n e  d i s p l a y s  of  

" n o r t h e r n  l i g h t s "  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few months. One o f  them may come on any  c l e a r  

and  moonless  n i g h t ,  though of c o u r s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  v i s i b l e  s o  e a r l y  i n  t h e  evening 

i n  summer as i n  w i n t e r ,  on a c c o u n t  of t h e  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  of d a y l i g h t .  

Na tu re  g e n e r a l l y  s t a g e s  t h e  most  s p e c t a c u l a r  of t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a t  a 

t ime when s p o t s  a r e  numerous on t h e  s u n r  We a r e  now a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  "sunspot  

maximum,'' which is due  on a n  a v e r a g e  eve ry  e l e v e n  y e a r s .  

been  known t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o n n e c t i o n  be tween a u r o r a s  and  s o l a r  a c t i v i t y .  

For a l o n g  t i m e  i t  h a s  

The 

i s  supposed  t o  send  out  i n t o  s p a c e  an enormous q u a n t i t y  of  e l e c t r i f i e d  p a r t i c l e L  

Some of  which e n t e r  t h e  e a r t h ' s  a tmosphere .  

becomes e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e n s e  t h e  h i g h l y  r a r e f i e d  g a s e s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  a tmosphere  a r e  

s e t  aglow by t h e  pas sage  of e l e c t r i c  d i s c h a r g e s ,  a n d  t h d i s i b l e  a u r o r a  i s  t h u s  

Produced ,  

Whenever t h i s  s o l a r  bombardment 

The a u r o r a  t e n d s  t o  be c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  two b e l t s ,  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  A r c t i c  and  

F a r  w i t h i n  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  a u r o r a l  d i s p l a y s  are 6ecn t o  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  r e g i o n s .  

t h e  sou thward ,  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  one s p r e a d s  s o  f a r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  t h a t  i t  f i l l 8  t h e  whole heavens  i n  

ou r  l a t i t u d e s .  

I n  t h e  b n i t e d z t a t e s  we s e e  them m o s t l y  t o  t h e  nor thward ,  b u t  

T h i s  happened  i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  d i s p l a y  of March, 

1920. 

Thousands of  pho tographs  of  t h e  a u r o r a  have been  t a k e n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  i n  

Norway. 

Some m i l e s  a p a r t ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  and d imens ions  of any f e a t u r e  of a d i s p l a y  c a n  be 

de t e rmined .  

By means o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  from two o r  more p l a c e s  

Some a u r o r a l  s t r e a m e r s  have thus  been  t r a c e d  t o  a h e i g h t  O f  more than  

450 m i l e s  above t h e  e a r t h ,  
(All r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by S c i e n c e  S e r v i c e ,  I n c . )  ------- 
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