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P r o f e s s o r  Eduard Brueckne r ,  who d i e d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  i n  Vienna,  though by 

P r o f e s s i o n  a geographe r ,  was b e s t  known t o  m e t e o r o l o g i s t s  a l l  ove r  t h e  wor ld  as 

the d i s c o v e r e r  of t h e  "Drueckner c y c l e "  i n  w e a t h e r  phenomena. 

In  t h e  y e a r  1890 t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  p u b l i s h e d  a work e n t i t l e d  "Klimaschwankungen" 

( " f l u o t u a t i o n s  o f  c l i m a t e " )  , i n  which h e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  a g r e a t  amount of 

" t a t i s t i c a l  ev idence  i n d i c a t i n g  tliat t h e r e  i s  a p e r i o d  a v e r a g i n g  abou t  35 y e a r s  i n  

t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  of r a i n f a l l  and t e m p e r a t u r e ;  g roups  of  r e l a t i v e l y  c o o l  and r a i n y  

Years  a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  groups  of warmer and  d r i e r  y e a r s .  Though t h e  ave rage  p e r i o d ,  

h c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  f i g u r e s ,  i s  35 y o a r s ,  t h e  ac tua l  s t r e n g t h  of u s i n g l e  c y c l e  may 

be as small as twen ty  year:: o r  as g r e a t  as f i f t y  y e a r s .  

O f  t e m p e r a t u r e  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  as a whole was found  t o  be l e s s  t h a n  2 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t ,  

The ave rage  f l u c t u a t i o n  

and  t h e  a v e r a g e  f l u c t u a t i o n  o f  r a i n f a l l  a b o u t  1 2  p e r  c e n t .  

Var ious  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c y c l e  a x e  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  found  i n  r c c o r d s  of 

t h e  advance and r e t r e a t  of  g l a c i e r s ,  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  of g r a i n ,  i n  b u s i n e s s  c y c l e s ,  i n  

t h e  t h i c k n e s s  of  t r e e - r i n g s ,  e t c . ,  b u t t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  e l emen t  of u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  

t r a c i n g  p e r i o d i c i t i e s  o f  t h i s  s o r t r  

The i d e a  of a 35-year  wea the r  c y c l e  i s  a n  o l d  one .  I t  i s  men t ioned  i n  Lord 

Bacon ' s  e s s a y  "Of V i c i s s i t u d s  of Things ."  
( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  b y  S c i e n c e  S e r v i c e ,  Inc.)  ---------- 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
2 1 s t  and  B Sts., 
Washington,  D. C. 


