
A Science Serv ice  Feature 
Released on r e c e i p t  

July 5, 1927 ? WKy THE WATI-ER ? Mailed June 28, 1927 
intended f o r  use 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

Discussions o f  the  f l i g h t s  r e c e n t l y  accom2lished o r  p r o j e c t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  North 

A t l a n t i c  Ocean have rendered newspaper r e a d e r s  familiar with the " p r e v a i l i n g  w e s t e r l y  

of middle l a t i , u d e s ,  which make i t  e a s i e r  t o  f l y  eastward t h a n  westward be- 

Doubtless  many people have an impression t h a t  tween t h e  United S t a t e s  and Europe. 

these same winds are an adverse f a c t o r  i n  a f l i g h t  between S a n  F'rancisco and the 

Rawaiian I s lands .  mat a r e  the f a c t s ?  

The winds over  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of the  North A t l an t i c ,  though p r e v a i l i n g l y  

w e s t e r l y ,  o f t e n  blow from o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s .  The general  d r i f t  o f  t h e  atmosphere i n  

this r e g i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  m y  season  by t h e  passage of c y c l o n i c  

* is turbances ,  a t tended  by winds th3.t "box the  coinpass"b An a v i a t o r  f l y i n g  from San 

&anCisco t o  Honolulu t r a v e r s e s  a r e g i o n  i n  which t h e  winds a r e  f a r  more dependable ,  

i n  summer. \Vinds between n o r t h  and northwest  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be encountered 

at the  beginning o f  the f l i g h t ,  and t h e r e  i s  b u t  t h e  b a r e s t  chance o f  head winds. 

Five o r  s i x  hundred mi les  from t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  c o a s t  the  f l y e r  e n t e r s  t h e  t r a d e  wind 

belt. Thence f o r t h  he should have p l a i n  s a i l i n g  , with b r i s k  winds blowing approxi- 

mate ly  toward h i s  g o a l .  

Fog i s  n o t o r i o u s l y  p r e v a l e n t  along the C a l i f o r n i a  c o a s t  i n  summer, b u t  does 

not g e n e r a l l y  ex tend  more t h a n  50 miles  t o  t h e  westward, and i t s  v e r t i c a l  t h i c k n e s s  

exceeds 2,000 f e e t .  V i s i b i l i t y  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be good over  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  

route.  
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