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OCEAN REATHER DATA IN THE LAW COURTS 

For many y e a r s  t h e  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau has  been c o l l e c t i n g  weather 

r e p o r t s  from a l l  p a r t s  of  t h e  oceans. These a r e  suppl ied  t o  the  EUreaU i n  t h e  

of ' Imeteorological logs l l ,  kep t  by seamen of a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

voyages, 

The d a t a  thus  g a t h e r e d ,  a p a r t  from t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  va lue ,  a r e  used f o r  a 

number of p r a c t i c a l  purposes.  They a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  f o r  by lawyers  f o r  use 

as evidence i n  a d m i r a l t y  cases .  For example, i t  i s  sometimes n e c e s s a r y  t o  show the  

c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  weather  experienced throughout an e n t i r e  voyage, when a v e s s e l  has  

h e d  t o  main ta in  a c o n t r a c t  speed o r  t o  land a cargo by a s p e c i f i e d  d a t e .  Again, 

t h e  informat ion  may re la te  t o  a s i n g l e  s torm i n  which damage was s u s t a i n e d  d u r i n g  

a comparat ively b r i e f  period. 

Occas iona l ly  t h e  informat ion  r e q u e s t e d  r e l a t e s  t o  missing ships , '  the  f a t e  of  

which can sometimes be determined wi th  a high degreo of p r o b a b i l i t y  from a knowledge 

of  the weather p r e v a i l i n g  a t  the  time andplaco o f  disappearance,  J u s t  a f t e r  t h e  

World W a r  a number o f  c la ims  f o r  the  l o s s  of s h i p s  at s e a  came before  t h e  various 

claims commissions, in which it was d e s i r e d  t o  oGtabl i sh  whether the  l o s s  should bo 

c l a s s e d  as a w a r  c a s u a l t y  o r  a weather c a s u a l t y .  Records f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  Weather 

Bureau helped t o  s e t t l e  many such c a s e s r  
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