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THE GOVERNMENT'S WEATHER LIBRARY

Washington is a city of libraries. Besides the huge Library of Congress,
there are special libraries, many of large size, devoted to various branches of
knowledge. Books on meteorology and climatology, gathered from every part of the
Wofld, are assembleé in the library of the Weather Bureau, which contains about
46,000 volumes. It is the largest library of its kind in existence.

A considerable part of this literature is not duplicated anywhere else in the
United States. For example, the library has complete hound files of the daily
Weather maps published in all countries. Some of these files run back sixty or
Seventy years. There is a vast collection of works contalning the detailed records
0f weather and climate for all parts of tﬁe globe. Some of these are the publi-~
Cations of foreign meteorological services and some come from a variety of other
Sources. A bewildering assortment of languages is represented.

0f course the library includes all the treatises on meteorology and its various
branches that have appeared anywhere in the world, so far as the burean has been
able to secure copies of them. The oldest book in the collection is a black-letter
edition of a Latin work on meteorology by Albertus Magnus, published in 1494.

About one-third of the collection consists of the bound files of scientific
Journals devoted to meteorology andkindred subjects.
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