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II\IT3RKATIGNAL PETEDROLOGY -- 
Frobably no o the r  branch of science i s  s o  well  organized from a meteorological 

as meteorology. me meteorologis ts  had t h e i r  flleague of na t ions"  long 

before one was es t ab l i shed  by the p o l i t i c i a n s .  

Originated a t  a conference he ld  a t  Leipzig i n  1872, which was the preliminary of a 

foi-Wil congress held the f o l l o w i n g  year a t  Vienna. The members of the congress or: 

eanized a "permanent committeetf, and t h i s  has been perpetuated t o  the present  time, 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organizat ion 

What i s  now known o f f i c i a l l y  as the  In t e rna t iona l  Meteorological Organization 

of (1) a d i r e c t i n g  body, the  In t e rna t iona l  h t e o r o l o g i c a l  Committee, a l l  O f  

"hose members a r e  heads of na t iona l  meteorological se rv ices ,  and (2) a number Of  

in ternat ional  lfcommissionsn , which supervise and coordlnato the  work of metorologis ts  

i n  Various spec ia l  f i e l d s .  For excmple, t he re  i s  a coinmission on a g r i c u l t u r a l  

L1@teOrology, and the re  a r e  o thers  on clouds,  upper-air observat ions,  marine 

meteorology, e t c .  

The In t e rna t iona l  Committee meets every t h r e e  years.  A t  l e s s  f requent  i n t e r -  

vals  areheld Ifconferencesf!, at tended by the  d i r e c t o r s  o f  meteorological se rv ices  

and independent observa tor ies  throughout the world. 
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