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? WHY THE WEATHER ? 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

A, CELEBRATED HAILSTORM 

A h a i l s t o r m  t h a t  l i v e s  i n  h i s t o r y  i s  the one t h a t  occurred i n  Europe on 

13, 1788. Beginning i n  the  c e n t e r  of France i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning, it passed 

northward i n  two p a r a l l e l  bands,  about  12  mile6 a p a r t ,  crossed Belgium, and f i n a l l y  

died Out i n  Holland i n  the  a f te rnoon.  The western band was about  10 miles wide and 

420 milos long;  t h e  e a s t e r n ,  f i v e  mi les  wide and n e a r l y  500 m i l e s  long. Profound 

preceded t h e  passage o f  the storm. The h a i l  l a s t e d  only  seven o r  e i g h t  

m i n u t e s  a t  any one p lace .  

No l e s s  t h a n  1,309 communes i n  France s u f f e r o d  from t h i s  v i s i t a t i o n ,  and the  

t o t a l  loss was n e a r l y  $5,000,000. I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r e s s  occasioned by t h e  

storm has tened  t h e  outbreak of t h e  Rrench Rovolut ion.  

Concerning t h e  immodiatc e f f e c t s  of t h e  h a i l  Charles  Tomlinson writes:"Tho 

whold face  of  n a t u r e  vias s o  e n t i r e l y  changed t h a t  no person who had s l e p t  through the  

could have be l ieved  himself i n  t h e  same p a r t  of  t h e  world when he awoke. 

I n s t e a d  of  t h e  s m i l i n g  bloom of  summer and t h e  r i c h  p r o s p e c t s  of a forward autumn, 

which were j u s t  b e f o r e  spread over  t h e  face  of  t h a t  f e r t i l e  and b e a u t i f u l  country,  

i t  now p r e s e n t e d  t h e  droary  a s p e c t  of an  a r c t i c  win ter ,  

morass; the s tanding  corn  b e a t e n  i n t o  a quagmire; the v i n e s  broken t o  p i e c e s ,  the 

fr'-lit t r a e s  o f  every  kind were demolished; and t h e  h a i l  l a y  unmolted i n  heaps l i k e  
rocks o f  s o l i d  i c e .  

The s o i l  was changed i n t o  a 

Even t h e  r o b u s t  f o r e s t  t r e e s  were incapable  of withstanding tho 
fu ry  of tho tempest,  and a 
damaged t h a t  it presented ,  

(All r i g h t s  

l a r g o  wood of c h e s t n u t  t r o e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  was so much 
a f t o r  t h e  storm, l i t t l e  m o m  t h a n  b a r e  and naked trunks." 
r o s c r v e d _ b y  Science S e r v i c e ,  I n c ,  ) 
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